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Workers  Walk  when  PWA  Returns  to  Job 


By  Kim  fVestheimer 

NEEDHAM,  MA  —  The 
majority  of  workers  at  a  New 
England  Telephone  (NET)  facility 
walked  out  of  work  here  on  Oc¬ 
tober  22  to  avoid  contact  with  a 
gay  worker  with  AIDS.  Following 
extensive  media  coverage  and  an 
educational  meeting  for  workers, 
they  returned  to  work  on  the 
following  day. 

The  29  workers  who  walked  out 
had  asked  NET  to  minimize  their 
contact  with  Paul  Cronan,  the 
man  with  AIDS,  by  giving  them 
work  assignments  outside  of  the 
garage  where  workers  generally 
convene  in  the  morning.  The  com¬ 
pany  refused  to  do  this. 

Paul  Cronan  recently  reached 
an  agreement  to  return  to  work 
following  an  out-of-court  settle¬ 
ment  of  a  lawsuit  against  the  com¬ 
pany  for  breach  of  privacy  and 


By  Nancy  De  Luca 

BOSTON  —  Thousands  of 
abortion  rights  demonstrators 

matched  through  downtown  and 
rallied  at  City  Hall  on  October  18 
to  defend  access  to  legal  abortion 
for  all  women.  Chanting  “Gay 
and  straight,  Black  and  white,  All 
demand  abortion  rights”  and 
“Not  the  church,  not  the  state; 
women  will  decide  our  fate,”  the 
marchers  proceeded  through  the 
shopping  district,  gaining  sup¬ 
porters  as  they  made  their  way  to 
Government  Center.  The  purpose 
of  the  demonstration  was  to  defeat 
the  anti-abortion  referendum. 
Question  #1,  which  is  on  the 
Massachusetts  ballot  this  No¬ 
vember.  The  rally  also  commem¬ 
orated  Rosie  Jimenez,  the  first 
woman  known  to  have  died  from  a 
back-alley  abortion  after  the  Hyde 
amendment,  passed  in  1977,  cut 
off  federal  funds  for  abortion. 

The  Massachusetts  referendum, 
which  is  one  of  several  anti¬ 
abortion  amendments  proposed 
across  the  country,  would  em¬ 
power  the  state  legislature  to 
elminate  public  funding  for  abor¬ 
tions,  prohibit  private  insurers 
from  covering  abortions,  and 
restrict  medical  facilities  from  pro¬ 
viding  abortion  services.  Passage 
of  Question  #1  could  also  make 
abortion  illegal  in  the  state,  should 
the  Supreme  Court  overturn  U.S. 
Constitutional  protections  for 
abortion  rights. 

While  the  elimination  of  state 
Medicaid  funding  would  most  di¬ 
rectly  affect  poor  women, 
speakers  at  the  rally  expressed 
outrage  at  the  amendments  as  an 
attack  on  every  woman’s  right  to 
abortion  and  sexual  freedom. 
Eleanor  Smeal,  President  of  the 
National  Organization  for  Women 
(NOW),  stressed  that  the  upcom¬ 
ing  referenda  in  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  are  test  cases  for 
the  future  banning  of  birth  control 
and  abortion.  Stating  that  “the 
right  wing  will  spare  no  one,”  she 
called  for  “those  who  are  in¬ 
terested  in  human  rights  to  say 
‘no’  to  those  who  are  only  in¬ 
terested  in  lives  from  the  moment 
of  fertilization  to  the  moment  of 
birth.” 

Carter  Heyward,  an  Episcopal 
priest  and  self-described  “feminist 


discrimination  on  the  basis  of  a 
handicap.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No. 
14) 

Cronan  told  GCN  that  when  he 
arrived  at  work  on  October  22,  his 
second  day  back  on  the  job  after  a 
forced  leave,  the  other  employees 
were  gathered  outside  “waiting 
and  screaming.”  “They  all  walked 
off  the  job,”  he  said.  “They  don’t 
want  me  there.”  On  the  wall  inside 
someone  had  written  “Gays  and 
Bisexuals  should  be  shipped  to  an 
island  and  destroyed.” 

Cronan  did  not  remain  at  work 
following  the  incident.  “I’m 
physically  sick  because  of  this,”  he 
said.  “It’s  unbelievable.  You  read 
about  these  things  and  say  it  must 
be  trumped  up  ...  I  can’t  tell  you 
what  it  felt  like.” 

Cronan,  who  returned  to  work 
on  October  23,  could  not  be 
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Marching  to  defeat  Question  #1. 

The  demonstration,  which  was 
organized  by  a  coalition  including 
the  Alliance  Against  Women’s 
Oppression,  Boston  NOW,  the 
Reproductive  Rights  National 
Network  (R2N2),  the  Gay  and 
Lesbian  Defense  Committee  and 
the  Mobilization  for  Survival, 
drew  support  from  throughout  the 
northeast.  Groups  such  as  the 
Disabled  Peoples  Liberation 
Front;  the  United  Fruit  Co.,  a  gay 
men’s  affinity  group;  the  Boston 
Young  Socialist  Alliance;  Men 
Against  Violence  Against  Women, 
and  many  colleges  were  evidenced 
from  their  banners.  A  plane  trail¬ 
ing  the  message  “Defend  Abor¬ 
tion  Rights  —  Vote  No  on  tt\” 
flew  overhead. 

Members  of  the  labor  move¬ 
ment  were  also  present  in  num- 


reached  for  comment  about  that 
day. 

The  phone  company,  which  had 
distributed  AIDS  literature  to  the 
employees  and  brought  in  Dr. 
Robert  Schooley,  an  AIDS  re¬ 
searcher,  to  educate  the  workers 
about  the  disease,  “guaranteed 
that  I  would  be  treated  with 
respect,”  said  Cronan.  “[They] 
went  back  on  their  agreement.” 

The  AIDS  literature  was  scat¬ 
tered  all  over  the  floor  of  the 
Needham  building,  he  said. 

Michael  Connors,  a  business 
agent  for  local  2222  of  the  Interna¬ 
tional  Brotherhood  of  Electrical 
Workers,  the  union  for  NET 
employees,  said  workers 
mistrusted  the  educational  infor¬ 
mation  distributed  by  NET. 
“Schooley  was  brought  into  the 
company  on  their  [NET’s]  time  so 
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result  of  the  amendment  “will  be 
two  times  affronted.  Once  for 
poverty  and  second  for  being  un¬ 
wanted.” 

Other  speakers  included  Carol 
Doherty  of  the  Campaign  for 
Choice,  Gaye  Williams  of  the  Na¬ 
tional  Political  Congress  of  Black 
Women,  Marlene  Fried  of  R2N2, 
Rhonda  Copelon  of  the  Center  for 
Constitutional  Rights  and  singer 
Ronnie  Gilbert.  A  statement  from 
Iris  Garcia  of  Amigas  Latinas  en 
Accion  pro  Salud  was  read,  and 
music  was  provided  by  the 
Girlillas. 

Anyone  interested  in  working  to 
defeat  the  referendum  on  election 
day  can  contact  Boston  NOW  at 
(617)  782-1056. 


[he  was]  very  suspect.” 

The  evening  of  the  walkout, 
NET  in  conjunction  with  the 
union,  held  a  forum  for  workers 
and  friends  and  family.  Schooley, 
as  well  as  Dr.  Lew  Pepper,  who 
was  brought  in  by  the  union,  ad¬ 
dressed  the  gathering.  Pepper  is 
formerly  of  San  Francisco  General 
Hospital.  This  forum  allayed  peo¬ 
ple’s  fear  about  catching  the 
disease  from  Cronan,  said  Con¬ 
nor. 

Following  the  walkout,  NET 
spokesperson  Peter  Cronin  told 
GCN  the  phone  company  “ob¬ 
viously  respects  the  rights  of  Mr. 
Cronan  and  the  other  employees.  ” 
He  could  not  elaborate  as  to  the 
rights  of  the  other  employees  in 
this  incident. 

Cronin  refused  to  say  whether 
Cronan  would  be  paid  for  the 
day’s  work,  only  saying  “Mr. 
Cronan  left  the  garage.  It  was 
strictly  his  idea  [to  leave.]” 

Connors  blamed  NET  for  the 
walkout.  “It  could  have  been 


Sensationalistic  TV  coverage  of 
Cronan,  WCVB-TV,  Oct.  22 


avoided  with  more  lead  time  [after 
the  announcement  of  Cronan’s 
return]  and  more  education.” 

Those  who  walked  out  should 
be  paid  for  the  day,  he  added. 
“They  didn’t  refuse  to  work,  they 
refused  to  work  at  that  location.” 

Connors  said  although  the 
union  does  not  have  a  specific 
AIDS  policy,  “We  don’t  want 
members  of  our  union 
discriminated  against.” 


Abortion  Rights  Marchers 
Take  on  ‘Church  &  State’ 


dyke”  confronted  the  religious 
community  for  its  institutional¬ 
ized  hatred  of  women.  In  attack¬ 
ing  the  hypocrisy  of  many  religious 
institutions,  she  stated  that  it  is 
“outrageous  that  all  religious 
leaders  have  not  come  forward  to 
denounce  the  abridgement  of  wo¬ 
men’s  right  to  abortion.” 
Heyward  also  decried  Massachu¬ 
setts’  foster  care  policy,  which  for¬ 
bids  lesbians  and  gay  men  from  be¬ 
ing  foster  parents. 


bers,  and  Lee  Levin,  Executive 
Director  of  the  Coalition  of  Labor 
Union  Women,  addressed  the 
economics  of  women  in  the  work 
force  who  will  be  forced  to  have 
unwanted  children.  She  stressed 
that  women  will  continue  to  be 
relegated  to  low  wages  if  they  lose 
access  to  abortion.  Levin  attacked 
the  so-called  “right-to-lifers,” 
saying  “They’re  not  pro-life 
because  they  are  against  a  quality 
life,”  and  that  children  born  as  a 


Anti-ERA  Forces 
Muddy  Queers 


By  Stephanie  Poggi 

BURLINGTON,  VT  —  Us¬ 
ing  the  “tried  and  true”  tactics 
of  other  campaigns,  opponents 
of  an  upcoming  referendum  on 
the  Equal  Right  Amendment 

News  Commentary 

(ERA)  argue  legal  equality  for 
women  really  means  homosex¬ 
ual  marriages,  more  AIDS,  and 
“abortion  on  demand.”  Mean¬ 
while,  a  man  who  claims 
“God”  cured  him  of  his  homo¬ 
sexuality  is  making  a  solo 
600-mile  trek  around  the  state 
with  a  50  pound  cross  to  do 
what  he  can  to  help.  According 
to  RADI  A,  a  New  Haven 
feminist  newsletter,  Benn¬ 
ington  resident  Gilles  Laroche 
works  for  “Straight  and  Nar¬ 
row,”  an  organization  commit¬ 
ted  to  turning  homosexuals  in¬ 
to  heterosexuals. 

Spokespeople  for  the  pro- 
ERA  campaign  here  say  this 
‘‘pre-packaged  [Phyllis] 
Schlafly”  strategy  hasn’t  won 
many  points  with  voters  ex¬ 
pected  to  go  to  the  polls  on 
November  4.  However,  they 
have  by  and  large  declined  to 
counter  that  strategy  by  asser¬ 
ting  support  for  gay  men  and 
lesbians  or  for  abortion  rights. 

Nedene  Martin,  spokesper¬ 
son  for  the  Vermont  Coalition 
for  the  ERA,  the  statewide 
group  promoting  the  amend¬ 
ment,  told  GCN  the  opposi¬ 
tion’s  harping  on  gay  men  and 
lesbians  and  abortion  con¬ 
stitutes  a  “smear  campaign” 
against  ERA.  The  Coalition 
has  responded  by  stressing  that 
lesbian/gay  rights  and  abortion 
are  not  to  be  confused  with  the 
ERA  and  by  concentrating  on 
discrediting  the  assertions  of 
the  anti-ERA  organizers. 

For  example,  said  Martin, 
the  Coalition  has  asked  doctors 
to  explain  that  blood  banks  will 
not  be  forced  to  take  “gay 


blood”  if  the  ERA  passes. 
They  have  rebutted  statements 
that  doctors  will  be  “forced” 
to  perform  abortions  against 
their  will,  and  have  pointed  out 
that  state  Medicaid  funding  for 
abortion  already  exists  in  Ver¬ 
mont,  without  the  ERA. 

Martin  said  that  while  a  ma¬ 
jority  of  people  in  the  U.S. 
could  be  considered  abortion 
rights  supporters,  “gay  rights  is 
a  little  more  controversial.” 
The  Coalition  is  therefore  re¬ 
lieved,  she  said,  that  most  tele¬ 
vision  stations  have  refused  to 
carry  any  ads  on  the  ERA,  pro 
or  con.  Schlafly,  who  has 
already  made  two  personal  ap¬ 
pearances  in  the  state  is  thereby 
deprived  of  promoting  an  ad 
depicting  “gay  men  rolling  on  a 
lawn  in  San  Francisco”  at  a 
gay/lesbian  pride  event.  If  the 
ad  had  been  shown,  said  Mar¬ 
tin,  the  Coalition  would  stress 
that  California  has  no  ERA. 

Also  working  for  the  ERA, 
with  less  visibility  but  with  a 
more  supportive  stance  on 
abortion  and  lesbian/gay 
issues,  are  Vermont  NOW  and 
the  Burlington  Women’s 
Council.  According  to  state¬ 
wide  NOW  coodinator  Brenda 
Adrian,  her  group  argues  that, 
“These  people  are  bigots.” 
Peggy  Luhrs,  director  of  the 
women’s  council,  said  the 
council’s  public  agenda  in¬ 
cludes  lesbian/gay  rights  and 
reproductive  freedom. 

An  early  poll  in  the  state 
found  79  percent  favored  ERA, 
and  support  from  mainstream 
politicians  and  organizations 
has  been  nearly  unanimous. 
The  amendment  will  probably 
win,  but  Vermont  will  have 
missed  an  opportunity  to  ad¬ 
dress  deep-seated  phobias  and 
press  for  more  significant 
changes  in  the  state. 

—  filed  from  Boston 


Ellen  Shub 
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News  Notes - 

queers  lower  property  value 

HAMBURG,  West  Germany  —  A  rent  control 
arbiter  here  has  denied  a  rent  increase  for  an  apart¬ 
ment  above  the  city’s  gay  community  center  because 
the  “mere  presence”  of  the  center  diminishes  the 
value  of  the  building.  According  to  The  Works,  a  les¬ 
bian  and  gay  newsmagazine  from  Indianapolis,  the 
arbiter  said  that  posters  for  events  to  be  held  at  the 
center  assailed  passersby,  thereby  reducing  the 
worth  of  the  building. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


whores  ask  univeral  use 
of  condoms 

BRUSSELS  —  Delegates  to  the  second  interna¬ 
tional  Whores  Convention,  held  the  first  week  in 
October,  advocated  condoms  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
AIDS  and  other  sexually  transmitted  diseases. 

According  to  the  New  York  Times,  prostitutes’ 
rights  activist  Margo  St.  James,  an  organizer  of  the 
conference,  stressed  the  need  for  all  parties  involved 
to  use  safer  sex.  “Safe  sex  means  condoms,”  she 
said.  "The  prostitutes  here  overwhelmingly  endorse 
the  use  [of  condoms]  and  want  governments,  brothels 
and  pimps  to  insist  that  clients  use  them.” 

Laws  banning  the  advertisement  of  condoms  on 
radio  and  television  were  strongly  criticized.  Current¬ 
ly  the  United  States,  France  and  Britain  have  such 
laws. 

Prostitutes  who  do  not  use  intravenous  drugs  are 
not  at  a  high  risk  for  AIDS,  said  many  of  the  180 
delegates,  representing  16  countries.  According  to 
Gloria  Locket,  co-director,  of  the  San  Francisco 
chapter  of  Call  Off  Your  Old  Tired  Ethics  (COYOTE), 
out  of  463  women  tested  for  HIV  antibodies  in  San 
Francisco,  only  four  percent  were  positive,  all  of 
whom  used  IV  drugs.  One  hundred  and  fifty  of  the 
women  tested  were  prostitutes. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


boston  march  against  attacks  on 
central  america 

BOSTON  —  A  march  and  rally  to  protest  in¬ 
tervention  in  Central  America,  nuclear  arms,  apar¬ 
theid,  and  to  call  for  peace,  jobs,  and  justice  will  take 
place  November  1  here.  Gather  at  Copley  Square  at  1 1 
a.m.  Rally  will  take  place  at  the  Common  near  Charles 
Street.  For  more  information  or  to  volunteer  the  day  of 
the  march,  call  (617)  492-2284  or  (617)  497-7142. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 

1  1  - this  week’s  news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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to  Congressional  candidates  who 
support  lesbian  and  gay  issues. 

*  *  * 

Rumors  that  AIDS  phobia  was 
responsible  for  the  rubber  gloves 
worn  by  hotel  workers  cleaning  up 
after  the  banquet  appear  to  be  un¬ 
substantiated.  According  to  Dom- 
enic  Bozzoto,  president  of  Local 
26  of  the  Hotel  and  Restaurant 
Workers  Union,  the  rubber  gloves 
are  standard  procedure  at  all  ban¬ 
quets  and  are  required  by  the 
health  department.  Local  26  is  a 
long-time  advocate  of  lesbian  and 
gay  rights.  HRCF  spokespeople 
for  the  dinner  also  told  GCN  they 
are  satisfied  no  AIDS  phobia  was 
evidenced  at  the  event. 

Additional  concern  by  a  few  at¬ 
tendees  that  the  Park  Plaza 
discriminated  against  the  HRCF 
by  requiring  pre-payment  of  the 
dinner  also  appears  to  be  without 
basis.  The  majority  of  hotels  in  the 
area  ask  pre-payment  for  large 
banquets. 

HRCF  Banquet  committee 
members  did  tell  GCN  that  in  early 
meetings  a  Park  Plaza  banquet 
manager  expressed  some  shock 
when  he  realized  the  dinner  was  a 
gay /lesbian  affair.  However,  the 
Park  Plaza  immediately  provided 
a  new  banquet  manager  at 
HRCF’s  request. 


The  Alliance  on 
the  Referenda 


AIDS  phobia  concerns  unsubstantiated 

Dinner  Raises  60K 
PAC,  Lesbian/Gay 


By  Kim  Westheimer  and 
Sharon  Haase 

BOSTON  —  The  Boston  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Political  Alliance, 
at  an  October  20  meeting  decided 
which  of  nine  ballot  referenda 
to  endorse. 

Referenda  endorsed 

Question  4  —  This  proposed  law 
would  force  the  state  Department 
of  Environmental  Quality  Control 
and  Engineering  to  abide  by  strict 
timetables  and  standards  in  the 
cleanup  of  hazardous  wastes. 

Question  6  —  Also  a  proposed 
law,  this  measure  would  allow  peo¬ 
ple  to  register  to  vote  by  mail.  Cur¬ 
rently  people  must  register  by  go¬ 
ing  to  City  Hall  or  stumbling  upon 
a  certified  registrar. 

Question  7  —  This  non-binding 
resolution  would  urge  the  federal 
government  to  enact  a  national 
health  program. 

Question  8  —  Also  a  non-bind¬ 
ing  resolution,  this  measure  would 
ask  the  federal  government  to 
enact  a  national  acid  rain  reduc¬ 
tion  program  which  would  require 
a  50  percent  reduction  in  sulfur 
dioxide  emissions  by  1995. 

Referenda  on  which  to  vote  no 
(opposed  by  the  Alliance) 

Question  1  —  A  vote  against  this 
proposed  constitutional  amend¬ 
ment  is  a  vote  for  abortion  rights. 
(See  related  story,  page  1) 

Question  2  —  This  proposed 


amendment  to  the  constitution 
would  allow  for  state  subsidies  of 
parochial  and  private  school  tui¬ 
tion.  Opponents  fear  that  such 
funding  would  take  money  away 
from  already  underfunded  public 
schools. 

Question  3  —  This  initiative 
would  put  a  “cap”  on  the  annual 
increase  in  state  tax  revenue.  Op¬ 
ponents  claim  it  will  prevent  the 
state  from  providing  adequate 
funding  for  areas  including 
welfare,  human  services  and  toxic 
waste  clean-up. 

No  decision  reached 

Question  5  —  The  Alliance 
could  not  agree  upon  a  stand  on 
this  referendum  which  supports 
Massachusetts’  mandatory  seat 
belt  law. 

Question  9  —  This  non-binding 
referendum,  only  on  the  ballot  in 
the  Greater  Roxbury  area  (in¬ 
cluding  sections  of  Jamaica  Plain 
and  the  South  End)  would  create 
the  city  of  Mandela  in  the  Greater 
Roxbury  area.  Advocates  of  incor¬ 
poration  of  Mandela  point  to  the 
history  of  poor  delivery  of  city  ser¬ 
vices  to  these  largely  Black  and 
Latino  neighborhoods  and  assert 
the  need  for  community  control  of 
this  slighted  area.  Opponents  have 
called  the  referendum  “divisive” 
and  claim  the  new  city  would  not 
be  financially  viable. 


By  Donald  Stone 
BOSTON  —  On  October  18, 
some  400  men  and  women  from 
New  England  gathered  at  the  Park 
Plaza  Hotel  for  the  fifth  annual 
Human  Rights  Campaign  Fund 
(HRCF)  dinner.  In  addition  to 
raising  more  than  $60,000  for  the 
HRCF  and  for  two  local  organiza¬ 
tions  (Gay  and  Lesbian  Advocates 
and  Defenders  and  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Counselling  Services),  the 
evening  honored  six  people  from 
the  Boston  media  for  their  “con¬ 
tinued  honest  and  inspiring  depic¬ 
tion  of  gay  people”:  Christine 
Guilfoy,  for  her  work  in  Gay 
Community  News  and  Bay  Win- 


Chris  Guilfoy 


dows ;  Neil  Miller,  of  the  Boston 
Phoenix  (formerly  of  GCN);  Ben 
Lipson  and  Kay  Longcope  of  the 
Boston  Globe ;  Sarah- Ann  Shaw, 
WBZ-TV;  and  Sunny  Joe  White, 
WXKS  Radio. 

The  dinner  at  $150  a  head  also 
honored  Professor  Laurence  Tribe 
of  Harvard  School  and  Eleanor 
Smeal,  president  of  NOW,  both  of 
whom  addressed  the  gathering. 
Tribe,  who  argued  before  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  against  the  Geor¬ 
gia  sodomy  laws,  condemned  the 
high  court’s  ruling  in  favor  of  such 
legislation.  But,  said  Tribe,  he  is 
heartened  by  public  sentiment 
against  the  court’s  decision,  in¬ 
cluding  the  widespread  rejection 
of  the  Justices’  “logic”  by  much 
of  the  mainstream  press. 

Smeal,  currently  in  Massa¬ 
chusetts  to  help  opponents  of  an 
anit-abortion  referendum  on  the 
November  ballot  (see  story  on 
abortion  rights  rally,  p.  1)  under¬ 
scored  the  irony  in  the  attempt  of 
the  conservative  religious 
“celibate  hierarchy  to  tell  the  rest 
of  us  what  is  natural.” 

Honorary  co-chair  of  the  din¬ 
ner,  U.S.  Rep.  Barney  Frank 
(D-Mass.),  noted  that  HRCF 
“helps  some  of  my  colleagues  to 
have  the  courage  of  their  convic¬ 
tions.”  Frank  also  stressed  that 
the  Fund  is  the  only  political  ac¬ 
tion  committee  which  gives  money 


harvard  terminates  lecturer 
who  received  underage  porn 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  — -  Harvard  University  has 
refused  to  renew  the  contract  of  a  lecturer  who  plead¬ 
ed  guilty  earlier  this  year  to  charges  of  receiving 
through  the  mail  Dutch  magazines  containing  sexual¬ 
ly  explicit  photographs  of  people  under  age  18. 
According  to  the  Boston  Globe,  the  university  main¬ 
tains  the  court  case  had  no  bearing  on  the  decision 
not  to  renew  the  contract  of  lecturer  Stephen  Eagle. 

Eagle  was  sentenced  in  U.S.  District  Court  in 
Boston  on  September  5  to  a  suspended  five-year 
prison  term  on  the  charges  brought  under  the  1984 
Child  Protection  Act.  He  had  taught  the  first  half  of  a 
film-making  course  last  fall. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


nambla  to  meet  in  november 

LOS  ANGELES  —  The  10th  Membership  Con¬ 
ference  of  the  North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Assoc¬ 
iation  (NAMBLA)  will  be  held  here  the  weekend  of 
November  7-9,  1986.  The  conference  is  open  to  all 
NAMBLA  members  and  supporters.  Hosted  by  the 
group’s  Southern  California  Chapter,  the  conference 
will  include  panel  discussions  and  events  open  to  the 
public,  as  well  as  business  sessions.  A  videotape  of 
all  public  events  will  be  made  and  offered  for  sale 
following  the  conference. 

A  special  feature  of  this  conference  will  be  an 
Awards  Banquet,  for  which  nominations  are  being 
sought  in  the  following  categories:  Activists(s)  of  the 
Year,  Non-Fiction  Book  of  the  Year,  Fiction  Book  of 
the  Year,  Motion  Picture  of  the  Year,  and  Television 
Program  of  the  Year. 

For  further  information  write:  Membership  on- 
ference,  NAMBLA  Southern  California,  P.O.  3ox 
48772,  Los  Angeles,  CA  90048-0772. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


mock  debate  at  dukakis/kariotis  match 

BOSTON  —  The  “Duke  Watch”  will  stage  a 
debate  between  “Foster  Equality”  and  a  Governor 
Dukakis  stand-in  on  October  27,  outside  Faneuil  Hall 
where  the  real  Dukakis  and  Republican  challenger 
George  Kariotis  will  be  debating. 

The  mock  debate  will  take  place  at  7  p.m. 

The  Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee  (GLDC) 
urges  people  to  turn  out  in  numbers  to  help  show 
Dukakis  his  homophobic  foster  care  policy  hasn’t 
been  forgotten.  GLDC  members  report  they  have 
received  anonymous  phone  calls,  threatening  them 
and  demanding  the  mock  debate  be  shelved. 

For  more  information  on  the  action,  call  (617) 
522-4368. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 


victory  for  Chinese  women  garment 
workers 

BOSTON  —  To  celebrate  a  number  of  victories 
won  by  Chinese  garment  workers  here  and  to  help 
build  a  movement  for  workers’  unity,  a  program  will  be 
held  November  1  at  the  Quincy  School  in  Chinatown. 

According  to  the  Garment  Workers  Support  Com¬ 
mittee,  the  dramatic  decline  in  the  local  garment  in¬ 
dustry  has  seriously  affected  the  Chinese  communi¬ 
ty,  spurring  a  campaign  for  occupational  retraining 
and  community  control. 

Closings  in  the  last  year  by  the  P&L  Sportswear 
Co.,  Beverly  Rose  and  David’s  have  left  over  1,000 
people  without  work,  most  of  them  Chinese  women. 
The  overwhelming  majority  of  women  in  Chinatown 
have  been  restricted  to  employment  in  the  garment  in¬ 
dustry,  due  to  discrimination  and  language  barriers. 
And  despite  the  fact  that  garment  workers  earn  an 
average  of  $4,000  per  year,  the  money  has  provided  a 
significant  share  of  income  to  most  Chinese  im¬ 
migrant  families.  In  addition,  garment  work  has  been 
the  primary  source  of  health  insurance  for  many 
Chinese  families  because  many  men  are  employed  in 
non-unionized  restaurants  which  provide  no  benefits. 

Organizing  over  the  past  11  months,  the  P&L 
workers  have  won  a  number  of  major  battles.  Follow¬ 
ing  a  May  21  rally  at  the  State  House,  workers  won  the 
immediate  release  of  $350,000  in  state  funds  for  re¬ 
training  programs,  the  extension  of  health  benefits 
and  creation  of  the  Workers  Assistance  Center. 

P&L  workers  also  won  the  right  to  decision¬ 
making  power  over  the  funding,  design,  and  evalua¬ 
tion  of  their  English  language  courses  and  occupa¬ 
tional  retraining  programs. 

Join  the  garment  workers  and  their  supporters  at 
the  Quincy  School  Cafeteria,  885  Washington  St., 
from  4-6  p.m.,  for  a  slide  show,  speeches,  food  and 
entertainment  to  celebrate  successes  and  continue 
the  work  for  women’s  rights,  workers’  rights  and  com¬ 
munity  empowerment.  For  more  information,  call 
(617)  357-4499. 

—  Stephanie  Poggi 
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Women  and  AIDS:  Overcoming  the  Isolation 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  Women  are  directly  affected  by  AIDS  and 
need  to  be  seen  as  more  than  a  token  group  to  be  taken  care 
of  by  organizations  made  up  predominantly  of  white  men. 
This  was  one  of  the  clearest  messages  to  come  from  a  day¬ 
long  conference  addressing  Women  and  AIDS. 

The  October  18  conference,  attended  by  nearly  200 
women  and  a  few  men,  was  sponsored  by  the  Fenway  Com¬ 
munity  Health  Center,  a  local  facility  focusing  on  services  to 
women  and  gay  men. 

Throughout  the  day,  many  women  accustomed  to  be¬ 
ing  isolated  as  tokens  in  AIDS  organizations  as  well  as  being 
isolated  from  women  friends  who  do  not  view  AIDS  work  as 
a  priority,  spoke  of  how  exciting  it  was  to  be  discussing 
AIDS  with  other  women. 

Conference  participants  were  faced  with  a  range  of 
workshops  to  attend,  including  Lesbians  and  AIDS, 
Women  in  Prison  and  AIDS,  Pregnancy  and  HIV  (formerly 
HTLV-III/LAV)  Infection,  Safe  Sex  Strategies  for  Women, 
Ethics  of  AIDS  Research,  Taking  Care  of  Ourselves  as  Pro¬ 
viders,  A  Facilitated  Support/Discussion  Group  for  Bisex¬ 
ual  Women  and  their  Friends  and  Partners,  and’ Holistic 
Therapies  for  Women  and  AIDS.  Forced  to  choose  three 
from  a  long  list,  I  attended  workshops  on  Lesbians  and 
AIDS;  Race,  Class,  Women  and  AIDS;  and  Reproductive 
Rights,  Alternative  Insemination  and  HIV  Infection. 

Lesbian  Sex  and  AIDS 

A  workshop  entitled  Lesbians  and  AIDS  served  to 
dispel  many  myths  surrounding  safe  sex  for  lesbians.  Co¬ 
facilitator  Suzanne  Gage,  director  of  the  Women’s  AIDS 
Project  in  West  Hollywood,  expressed  frustration  that  safer 
sex  guidelines  were  frequently  presented  as  if  they  were  100 
percent  accurate. 

Lesbians  contemplating  changes  in  their  sex  life  due  to 
AIDS  need  to  obtain  all  available  facts,  said  Gage,  and  then 
determine  for  themselves  what  constitutes  “high-risk”sex. 
Facts  to  take  into  consideration  were  outlined  by  Gage  and 
Lisa  Tackley,  a  Boston-area  rolfer. 

The  highest  AIDS  risk  to  lesbians  is  probably  in  the  use 
of  intravenous  (IV)  drugs.  Six  or  seven  lesbians  have  been 
diagnosed  with  AIDS,  all  of  whom  had  shared  needles  in 
their  use  of  IV  drugs.  It  is  not  known  how  many  lesbians 
have  tested  positive  for  the  HIV  virus. 

Although  two  of  the  lesbians  with  AIDS  are  sexually  in¬ 
volved  with  each  other,  they  had  shared  IV  drug  needles 
before  this  involvement.  Consequently,  it  is  believed  that 
there  are  no  cases  of  woman-to-woman  transmission  of 
AIDS. 

While  this  puts  lesbians  in  the  lowest  risk  group  for  con¬ 
tracting  AIDS,  it  does  not  make  us  immune.  In  fact,  stressed 
Gage,  the  terms  “high  and  low  risk  groups”  are  somewhat 
of  a  misnomer.  It  would  be  more  accurate  to  define  risk  by 
activity.  In  other  words,  a  lesbian  who  has  engaged  in  “un¬ 
protected”  sex  with  men  since  1979,  may  be  in  a  higher  risk 
group  than  a  gay  man  who  has  been  following  safe  sex 
guidelines  since  1979. 

The  virus  has  been  detected  in  vaginal  secretions,  but  it 
is  unclear  if  it  can  be  transmitted  via  those  secretions,  either 
to  men  or  women.  It  is  not  known  if  cervical  secretions  carry 
the  virus.  Menstrual  blood,  which  is  likekly  to  contain  HIV, 
could  be  a  source  of  transmission  if  it  enters  the  body  orally 
or  via  open  cuts.  In  addition,  sharing  sex  toys  that  have  con¬ 
tact  with  body  fluids  is  generally  found  in  the  category  of 
unsafe  sex. 


Many  safe  sex  guidelines  recommend  that  lesbians  use 
rubber  gloves  or  surgical  finger  cots  —  rubber  coverings  for 
individual  fingers  —  to  protect  broken  skin  from  vaginal 
and  menstrual  secretions  that  may  contain  HIV.  In  addi¬ 
tion,  use  of  dental  dams  —  thin  latex  squares  available  in 
dental  supply  stores,  or  saran  wrap,  for  those  of  you  who 
don’t  have  a  dental  supply  store  in  your  neighborhood  —  can 
be  used  to  avoid  contact  with  vaginal  secretions  or 
menstrual  blood  during  oral  sex. 

Despite  the  cautions  of  most  safe  sex  guidelines  that  an 
unsheathed  finger  or  tongue  in  a  vagina  constitutes  unsafe 
sex,  Gage  again  stressed  that  this  is  not  scientific  fact.  She 
said  that  a  friend  of  hers,  who  is  HIV-positive,  has  decided 
with  her  lover  that  for  them  safe  sex  can  include  “unpro¬ 
tected  oral  sex”  and  use  of  a  diaphragm  to  catch  blood  when 
the  HIV  positive  woman  is  menstruating. 

Gage  also  questioned  the  categorization  of  fisting  — 
placing  a  hand  in  the  vagina  or  rectum  —  as  unsafe.  She 
posited  that  there  are  safe  ways  to  fist  without  creating  tears 
in  the  vagina  or  rectum  through  which  HIV  may  be  transmit¬ 
ted.  She  compared  safe  sex  dogma  against  fisting  to 
moralistic  cautions  against  non-monogamy  which  have  ob¬ 
tained  new  prominence  since  the  advent  of  AIDS. 


Race,  Class,  Women  and  AIDS 

A  soon  to  be  released  report  by  the  New  York  City 
Commission  on  Human  Rights,  includes  the  following 
statistics: 

•  Women  constitute  10  percent  of  the  reported  AIDS 
cases  in  New  York  City  (as  of  August  1986). 


•  Of  these  women,  85  percent  are  women  of  color. 

•  55  percent  have  used  IV  drugs. 

•  20  percent  contracted  AIDS  through  sexual  activity 

with  a  partner  in  a  risk  group. 

According  to  Katy  Taylor,  Supervisor  of  the  AIDS 
Discrimination  Unit  for  the  New  York  City  Commission 
on  Human  Rights,  the  average  lifespan  for  a  white  person 
diagnosed  with  AIDS  in  the  U.S.  is  two  years.  The  average 
lifespan  for  a  person  of  color  in  the  U.S.  is  19  weeks. 

Taylor  and  Veneita  Porter,  a  Black  lesbian  activist  and 
Director  of  the  Rhode  Island  Project  AIDS,  addressed  the 
politics  of  health  care  as  it  affects  of  women  of  color  and 
working  class  women,  and  the  effects  of  AIDS  on  the  sex  in¬ 
dustry. 

“Who  gets  health  care?”  asked  Porter.  “People  who 
can  pay  or  people  who  go  to  emergency  rooms.  Emergency 
rooms  are  a  horror  show.  They  might  not  be  sure  why  you 
are  sick,  or  why  you  have  a  fever  or  a  rash.” 

In  addition,  said  Porter,  single  mothers  as  a  group 
receive  inadequate  health  care.  “Who  has  time  to  go  to  the 
doctor  because  you’ve  got  a  cold  or  you’re  feeling  run 
down?  [This  is  a]  group  of  women  who  are  not  historically 
taking  care  of  themselves.” 

Furthermore,  there  is  not  much  access  to  services  out¬ 
side  of  the  emergency  room.  Community-based  health  care 
centers,  which  had  a  spurt  of  growth  in  the  1970s,  have  not 
survived.  In  the  Boston  area  alone,  five  such  centers  have 
closed  down  in  the  last  two  years. 


And  if  a  Latina  woman  is  seen  by  a  health  care  pro¬ 
vider,  “How  many  providers  can  talk  in  her  language?” 
asked  Porter. 

There  is  also  a  problem  of  visibility  of  people  of  color 
with  AIDS.  Although  25  percent  of  people  with  AIDS  are 
people  of  color,  the  media  virtually  always  portrays  white 
men  with  AIDS. 

The  AIDS  organizations  by  and  for  people  of  color 
(See  GCN,  Vol.  14,  No.  1 1)  must  receive  support  from  other 
AIDS  groups  and  must  receive  increased  funding.  AIDS 
organizations  run  largely  by  white  men  need  to  become 
more  accessible  to  people  of  color.  In  Boston,  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  formed  a  Minority  Concerns  Subcommittee 
approximately  six  months  ago.  According  to  Black  lesbian 
activist  Shandi  Dowd,  a  member  of  the  committee,  their 
hope  is  to  provide  education  to  people  of  color  and  to 
develop  liaisons  between  various  communities  and  services. 
AAC  is  in  the  process  of  hiring  a  staff  member  for  the  pro¬ 
ject. 

Some  concrete  suggestions  to  address  AIDS-related 
problems  of  women  of  color  and  poor  women  came  out  in 
the  workshop.  They  included  calling  or  writing  media 
outlets  to  complain  about  AIDS  coverage  that  only  ad¬ 
dresses  white,  gay  men;  finding  “allies”  with  whom  to 
work;  nurturing  the  involvement  of  people  of  color  in  white 
organizations  as  well  as  supporting  the  independent  work  of 


groups  of  color;  developing  a  list  of  organizations  and  peo¬ 
ple  who  can  donate  money  or  time  to  AIDS  work;  and  fin¬ 
ding  ways  to  confront  AIDS  misinformation  as  much  as 
possible. 

Prostitution  and  AIDS 

Prostitutes  are  a  good  lens  through  which  to  see  the  im¬ 
pact  of  AIDS  on  all  women,  stated  Porter.  According  to 
COYOTE  (Call  Off  Your  Old  Tired  Ethics),  a  prostitutes’ 
advocacy  group,  there  are  about  one  million  working  pro¬ 
stitutes  in  the  U.S.  These  women  are  a  part  of  the  first  oc¬ 
cupation  to  be  classified  as  “high-risk”  for  contracting 
AIDS. 

Prostitutes  have  been  deemed  a  “high-risk”  group, 
despite  the  fact  that  only  one  to  two  percent  of  prostitutes 
who  do  not  use  IV  drugs  have  contracted  AIDS.  “The  CDC 
is  not  concerned  about  the  risk  to  women  but  the  risk  to 
straight  white  men,”  said  Porter. 

The  stigmatization  has  hurt  business,  she  added.  For 
example,  media  in  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  exploited  the 
fact  that  a  Black  female  prostitute  had  AIDS.  Following  this 
publicity,  Black  women  could  not  get  jobs  on  the  street. 

While  prostitutes  probably  know  more  about  safer  sex 
than  any  other  group  of  women,  they  are  often  hindered 
because  of  customers’  demands  that  they  not  use  condoms. 

Reproductive  Rights,  Alternative  Insemination  and  HIV 
Infection 

Since  the  conference  coincided  with  Rosie  Jimenez  day, 
the  commemoration  of  the  first  woman  to  die  after  the  1977 
federal  cut-off  of  Medicaid  funding  for  abortions,  the 


relevance  of  AIDS  work  as  it  affects  the  reproductive  rights 
of  straight  women  and  lesbians  seemed  all  the  more  ap¬ 
parent.  After  spending  lunch  at  the  Jimenez  rally,  P.  Clay 
Stephens,  a  research  clinician  and  Director  of  the  Alter¬ 
native  Insemination  Program  at  the  Fenway  Community 
Health  Center,  stated,  “It’s  disturbing  to  be  talking  about 
the  same  issues  we  thought  were  handled  in  1972.  It  was  the 
same  rally  and  same  speeches  fourteen  years  later.”  The  ral¬ 
ly  sought  to  build  opposition  to  an  anti-abortion  referen¬ 
dum.  (See  story,  page  7) 

Health  care  professionals  and  the  media,  who  have 
historically  done  a  poor  job  of  providing  accurate  informa¬ 
tion  for  women  about  birth  control  and  health  care,  are  also 
failing  to  provide  information  about  HIV  infection  as  it  may 
affect  pregnancy  and  alternative  insemination. 

For  example,  if  a  woman  is  pregnant  and  tests  HIV 
positive  it  is  not  known  what  the  chances  are  of  her  child  be¬ 
ing  born  positive  for  HIV.  Yet  most  health  providers  would 
attempt  to  convince  HIV  positive  women  to  abort.  This 
philosophy  was  also  expressed  at  the  conference  by  Dr.  Joan 
Goldberg,  AIDS  Coordinator  at  the  Harvard  Community 
Health  Plan,  who  said  women  with  HIV  antibodies  “should 
be  counseled  to  give  up  their  pregnancy.” 

But  in  a  study  of  HIV  positive  women  in  the  Boston 
area  begun  four  years  ago,  one  third  of  children  born  to 
HIV  positive  women  has  tested  negative  for  the  antibody. 
Another  one  third  is  antibody  positive,  about  half  of  whom 
are  asymptomatic,  while  the  other  half  has  relatively  mild 


syptoms  such  as  ear  aches  and  slow  development.  The  other 
third  is  HIV  positive  and  very  ill. 

“It’s  obvious  that  women  should  be  offered  an  abor¬ 
tion  if  they’re  pregnant  and  HIV  positive,”  said  P.  Clay 
Stephens.  “They  should  also  be  offered  support  for  the  out¬ 
come  of  the  pregnancy.  The  problem  with  women  who  de¬ 
cide  to  keep  the  pregnancy  is  that  no  one  gives  them  valida¬ 
tion.  It  takes  guts  [to  continue  the  pregnancy.]” 

In  addition  to  lack  of  validation  for  continuing  with 
pregnancy,  racist  dynamics  are  frequently  involved.  For  ex¬ 
ample,  in  one  presentation  of  the  day,  Monnie  Callan,  a 
social  worker  for  the  AIDS  program  at  Montefiore  Medical 
Center  in  the  Bronx,  showed  a  slide  of  the  staff  at 
Montefiore.  They  were  mostly  white,  yet  over  three-fourths 
of  the  people  they  work  with  are  people  of  color. 

“A  [woman  of  color]  may  look  at  you  as  a  white 
woman  [who  is  recommending  an  abortion]  and  say  who  the 
fuck  are  you  to  tell  me  what  I  should  do  with  this  kid,” 
commented  Porter. 

There  is  also  a  lack  of  information  about  the  possibility 
that  certain  birth  control  methods  could  increase  suscep¬ 
tibility  to  the  HIV  virus.  IUDs  may  increase  risk  by  scrat¬ 
ching  the  cervix.  It  has  also  been  suggested  that  taking  birth 
control  pills  reduces  a  woman’s  resistance  to  gonorrhea;  it  is 
not  known  if  such  pills  affect  susceptibility  to  AIDS. 

Choosing  to  have  a  child  via  alternative  insemination 
(AI)  creates  another  set  of  possible  complications.  “The 
tradition  of  gay  men  being  a  source  of  sperm  for  lesbians 
stopped  in  the  early  1980s,”  said  Stephens. 

In  addition,  gay  men,  who  are  now  asked  not  to  donate 
to  sperm  banks,  used  to  be  a  significant  source  of  sperm  for 
those  facilities.  There  has  been  a  dramatic  reduction  in 
availability  of  sperm  for  AI  in  the  last  five  years. 

In  order  to  reduce  the  risk  of  HIV  positive  sperm,  some 
sperm  banks  are  instituting  a  process  called  “HIV  quaran¬ 
tine.”  In  this  process,  men  who  test  HIV  negative  donate 
sperm  which  is  then  frozen.  Men  are  retested  for  five  subse¬ 
quent  months  to  determine  whether  their  antibody  status 
has  changed.  If  there  is  no  change,  then  the  sperm  is  released 
for  AI.  This  is  to  protect  against  the  chance  that  a  person  has 
been  exposed  to  the  HIV  virus  but  has  not  yet  developed 
HIV  antibodies.  Delays  of  up  to  18  months  have  been 
recorded  between  HIV  exposure  and  the  development  of  an¬ 
tibodies. 

Not  all  sources  for  sperm  are  so  reputable,  cautioned 
Stephens.  Occasionally,  she  said,  potential  donors  are 
coached  on  what  to  say  if  they  want  to  get  paid  as  a  donor. 

There  is  a  also  a  case  in  Australia  where  three  women 
have  developed  HIV  antibodies  after  they  received  sperm 
through  a  private  doctor.  The  doctor  obtained  the  sperm 
without  screening  donors.  One  of  the  women  has  developed 
symptoms  related  to  AIDS.  It  is  unknown  if  any  children 
have  developed  AIDS  due  to  this. 

LIPS  [Lesbian  Insemination  Project],  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco,  surveyed  approximately  60  women  who  used  gay 
donors  for  insemination  in  the  late  ’70s  and  early  ’80s.  None 
of  these  women  have  been  found  to  be  HIV  positive. 

Stephens  recommended  that  women  who  want  AI  go  to 
a  sperm  bank  which  uses  HIV  quarantine,  although  she 
acknowledged  that  some  people  are  opposed  to  the  use  of 
frozen  sperm,  because  of  the  “perception  of  increased  fer¬ 
tility  with  fresh  sperm.”  In  fact,  said  Stephens,  women  try¬ 
ing  to  inseminate  with  fresh  sperm  usually  take  four  months 
to  do  so,  while  frozen  sperm  usually  takes  eight  months. 
This  doubles  the  cost  of  an  already  expensive  procedure. 


Continued  on  page  11 


Safe  sex  dogma  against  fisting  is  like  the 
moralistic  cautions  against  non-monogamy  that  have 
gained  prominence  since  the  advent  of  AIDS. . . . 

There  may  be  safe  ways  to  fist. 


Many  women  have  been  isolated  within  AIDS 
organizations  and  from  their  women  friends  who  do 
not  view  AIDS  as  a  high  priority 


1  —  -  Page  4  •  Gay  Community  News,  Oct.  26-Nov.  1,  1986 

Community  Voices - 


twisted  strait  ‘love’ 
(security) 

Dear  GCN: 

What  a  twisted  concept  of  ‘love’  these  so-called 
‘strait’  people  have  towards  relationships  in  the 
joint  in  which  both  parties  are  openly  gay.  These 
so-called  heterosexual  men  want  to  possess  us, 
but  they  don’t  want  us  to  love  them  in  return 
because  they  feel  it  would  be  an  assault  on  their 
maleness. 

1  am  showing  these  ‘misinformed’  fools  that  to 
be  more  than  just  a  ‘toy’  for  their  own  selfish 
pleasure  is  a  responsibility  and  they  are  learning 
that  it’s  not  me  after  all  who  is  weak  and  ig¬ 
norant;  they  are. 

I  was  in  love  with  another  gay  man  who  is  of 
Cuban  nationality,  but  this  was  brought  to  an  end 
when  the  Bureau  of  Prisons,  in  all  its  glory  and 
wisdom,  decided  they  needed  to  separate  us 
because  we  were  a  ‘security  risk’!  Once  the  ad¬ 
ministration  noticed  that  we  were  walking 
together  in  population,  showing  our  feelings 
openly,  they  became  hostile  and  began  to  look  for 
‘reasons  of  security’  to  divide  us. 

We  were  constantly  hounded  by  the  ‘correc¬ 
tional’  officers,  moved  to  separate  living  units, 
etc.  When  these  efforts  had  no  effect  on  our  rela¬ 
tionship,  they  took  more  serious  steps.  They 
issued  my  friend  a  misconduct  sheet  for  having  a 
dirty  piss  test,  which  is  bullshit  because  he  never 
used  drugs  of  any  sort,  and  placed  him  in  segrega¬ 
tion.  While  he  was  there  they  set  up  a  situation 
with  another  inmate  to  confront  me,  knowing  it 
would  lead  to  a  fight,  in  which  1  required  im¬ 
mediate  medical  treatment.  I  (!)  was  charged  with 
assault  and  given  60  days  segregation,  lost  505 
days  of  good  time,  and  was  transferred  as  a 
‘disciplinary’  case.  The  other  inmate  got  15  days 
in  seg  and  lost  no  good  time. 

Now  even  though  I’m  1300  miles  from  (he  per¬ 
son  that  I  love  and  have  feelings  for,  I  still  love 
him  and  remember  the  times  we  spent  together 
out  on  the  yard,  playing  racquetball,  and  the 
evenings  in  our  cell  talking  about  the  future;  the 
times  we  laughed  together  as  well  as  cried 
together;  the  good  times  as  well  as  the  bad  when 
we  had  our  little  disagreements.  I  know  that 
someday,  somehow  we  will  again  be  together  and 
I’m  sure  he  thinks  of  me  as  well.  (If  you  are 
reading  this,  my  dear,  I  think  about  you  all  the 
time;  your  memory  keeps  me  strong  and  proud  of 
what  I  am.  Yo  te  amo  mucho!) 

David  D.  Ferrand 
05758-029 

Black  Canyon  Stage  1 
Box  1700,  Mojave  Unit 
Phoenix,  AZ  85029 


[Prisoner  Project  Note:  It  is  worth  asking 
ourselves  more  often  than  we  do  and  more  deep¬ 
ly,  why  they  (prisons,  armies,  churches,  schools, 
etc.)  are  so  afraid  of  sexual  attraction  between 
men,  or  between  women.  Why  are  they  so 
desperate  to  keep  it  from  happening,  even  while 
they  encourage  (by  turning  their  heads,  if  nothing 
else)  rape,  as  a  form  of  control /‘management’? 
Sound  familiar?] 


thank  you  all 
for  being  there 

Dear  GCN: 

I’d  like  to  thank  GCN  for  all  the  support 
you’ve  given  to  us  over  the  last  year  and  a  half 
since  our  ‘class  action’  was  filed  in  the  courts  by 
the  women  here  at  Marysville  prison.  We  have 
finally  obtained  legal  help.  From  now  on  it  will 
become  an  even  more  difficult  struggle  but 
hopefully  you  and  your  readers  will  continue  to 
stand  by  us. 

Wish  us  luck,  we’ll  need  it!  Thank  you, 

Sonya  Clark 
17400 

1479  Collins  Ave. 

Marysville,  OH  43040 

stop  pontificating 
to  gay  males 

Dear  GCN: 

I  picked  up  your  newspaper  for  the  first  time  to 
be  shocked  by  an  attack  on  young  prostitutes  in  a 
letter  from  Anne  Meyrall  in  your  Community 
Voices  section.  Any  Lesbian  who  looks  down  on 
prostitutes  and  calls  them  “trash”  is  helping  the 
rod  hit  her  own  back.  As  for  being  “hardly  able 
to  speak  their  native  language,”  the  only  person 
who  I  know  who  can  not  speak  is  an  office  worker 
and  she  is  very  intelligent. 

I’m  very  sorry  that  some  Lesbians  find  sex  to  be 
so  horrible  that  they  can’t  even  imagine  anyone 
enjoying  it.  But  I  suggest  they  stop  pontificating 
to  gay  males  about  what  our  experiences  should 
be. 

Yours, 

Allen  Rankin 
New  York,  NY 

P.S.  I’d  be  interested  in  knowing  what  Ms. 
Meyrall  is  offering  prostitutes  who  might  want  to 
leave  the  occupation.  If  it’s  to  tell  teenage  pro¬ 
stitutes  to  return  to  their  families,  she  can  forget  it. 

stereotypes  of  gay 
prostitutes 

Dear  GCN: 

For  a  newspaper  that  claims  not  to  print  per¬ 
sonal  attacks  and  one  that  has  an  anti-racism 
committee,  the  letter  in  Vol.  14,  No.  6  attacking  a 
child  prostitute  was  horrible.  Anne  Meyrall  in¬ 
cludes  a  racist  remark  in  h,er  venom  about  a  native 
language.  (I  want  to  let  her  know  that  as  a  former 
teen  prostitute,  I  can  speak  several  languages  and 
can  even  write  this  letter!)  Perhaps  she  and  other 
suburban  “revolutionaries”  learned  their  ster¬ 
eotypes  about  gay  prostitution  from  television.  I 
learned  about  gay  prostitution  from  the  street. 
Both  sex  and  money  can  be  beautiful;  sorry  they 
are  so  ugly  for  Ms.  Meyrall.  She  has  no  right  to 
pass  judgment  on  male  to  male  sex. 

Sincerely, 

Robert  D’Avanzo 
New  York,  NY 


merging  politics 
and  sexuality 

Dear  GCN: 

I  personally  enjoyed  the  idea  of  the  United 
Fruit  Company’s  satirical  calendar,  “Hunks  of 
Nicaragua.”  (After  all,  when  I  went  to  Nicaragua 
I  found  Sandinista  soldiers  the  first  men  in  uni¬ 
form  to  turn  me  on  since  the  Vietnam  Veterans 
Against  the  War  —  for  the  same  reasons,  the 
merging  of  politics  and  sexuality.) 

Sonja  DeVries’  pompous,  long-winded  letter  in 
the  Sept.  21  GCN  accusing  United  Fruit  of  being 
“disrespectful”  to  the  Nicaraguan  revolution  is  a 
textbook  example  of  why  Politically  Correct 
types  have  a  well-deserved  reputation  as  drudges 
and  bores  —  definitely  not  fun  people  to  be 
around. 

Woe!  woe!  unto  ye  of  no  humor!  May  a  smile 
crack  your  sour,  sour  puss! 

In  solidarity  for  a  little  humor  in  our  lives, 
John  Kyper 
Roxbury,  MA 


another  take  on 
hunks  calendar 

Dear  GCN: 

Sonja  De  Vries’  letter  in  GCN’s  September 
21-27  issue  concerning  the  “Hunks  of 
Nicaragua”  calendar  shows  once  again  that 
politically  correct  leftists  are  just  as  simple- 
minded  as  fundamentalists  and  right-wing 
Republicans. 

First  of  all,  by  saying  that  the  calendar  “ap¬ 
peal  to  racist  imagery  of  Third  World  people  as 
exotic  sexual  objects,”  De  Vries  tries  to  impose 
ideology  onto  the  very  complicated  workings  of 
sexual  attraction.  I  suppose  that  if  I  find 
Nicaraguan  men  sexually  attractive,  I  should  stop 
objectifying  them  and  limit  myself  to  being  at¬ 
tracted  to  white  American  males.  But  then  I 
would  still  be  a  “racist”  because  I  have 
systematically  excluded  blacks,  Asians,  Latinos, 
as  well  as  all  other  Third  World  men,  from  con¬ 
sideration  as  possible  sex  partners. 

I  don’t  know  why  I  find  Latinos  attractive;  I 
also  don’t  know  why  I  find  guys  with  hairy  legs 
attractive.  The  reasons  for  sexual  attraction 
towards  a  “type”  or  an  ethnic  group  are  com¬ 
plicated  and  should  not  be  subject  to  an 
ideological  straight-jacket.  Some  whites,  for  ex¬ 
ample,  may  be  attracted  to  blacks  for  racist 
reasons;  others  may  find  blacks  and  black  culture 
preferable  to  whites  and  white  culture.  There  are 
countless  other  reasons,  both  conscious  and  un¬ 
conscious,  why  a  member  of  one  race  or  ethnic 
group  would  find  a  member  of  another  race  or 
ethnic  group  sexually  attractive  —  some  racist, 
others  not. 

I  suspect  that  De  Vries’  objections  are  based  on 
Marxist  principles,  which  tend  to  reduce  most 
human  relationships  to  purely  economic  ones. 
Sure,  there’s  an  economic  component  to  sexual 
attraction,  but  that’s  not  the  whole  story. 

Also,  De  Vries  states  that  “in  light  of  the  fact 
that  one  of  Nicaragua’s  campaigns  is  the  eradica¬ 
tion  of  pornography,  the  calendar  does  no  service 
to  the  goals  fo  the  revolution.”  If  censorship  is 
truly  one  of  the  goals  of  the  Sandinistas,  then  I 
want  no  part  of  their  revolution.  Censorship  is 
wrong,  no  matter  whether  the  censor  is  Sandinista 
Daniel  Ortega  or  Reaganista  Ed  Meese. 

Gay  men  and  lesbians  should  not  forget  that 
one  of  the  justifications  for  the  repression  of  sex¬ 
ual  minorities  in  Castro’s  Cuba  was  the  eradica¬ 
tion  of  prostitution.  Under  the  guise  of  cleaning 
up  “vice,”  gay  men  and  lesbians  were  systematic¬ 
ally  jailed  and  often  forced  to  be  “cured”  by  such 
methods  as  electro-shock  therapy.  Yes,  when  it 
comes  to  homosexuality,  Castro’s  Cuba  is  Jerry 
Falwell’s  dream  world. 

Of  course,  none  of  this  justifies  the  Reagan  Ad¬ 
ministration’s  aggressively  hostile  attitude 
towards  Cuba  and  Nicaragua.  The  Reaganistas’ 
objective  is  to  make  those  countries  “free”  for 
domination  by  American  big  business,  not  to 
bring  true  freedom  —  including  sexual  freedom 
—  to  the  Cuban  and  Nicaraguan  people. 

Yes,  the  Contras  are  indeed  terrorists  who 
murder  and  torture  civilians,  and  I  deeply  resent 
my  tax  dollars  going  to  support  these  bloody  rem¬ 
nants  of  the  Somoza  regime.  But  just  because  the 
Contras  are  definitely  an  evil  element,  that  does 
not  mean  the  Sandinistas  are  pure  and  good.  Les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men,  in  particular,  should  be  skep¬ 
tical,  given  Nicaragua’s  close  ties  with  Cuba,  a 
country  where  homosexuality  is  considered  coun¬ 
ter-revolutionary. 

All  in  all,  though,  I  believe  that  the  “Hunks  of 
Nicaragua”  calendar  is  a  good  idea.  Not  only 
should  it  raise  the  consciousness  of  American  les¬ 
bians  and  gay  men  about  the  murder  and  torture 
funded  by  the  current  United  States  government, 
but  it  may  also  raise  the  consciousness  of  the 
more  progressive  elements  of  the  Sandinista 
leadership  about  the  oppression  of  gays  in  their 
own  country. 

Let’s  hope  that  in  the  near  future  Nicaragua 
will  become  a  truly  free  country  —  free  from 
domination  by  either  the  United  States  or  the 
Soviet  Union  and  Cuba.  Only  under  those  cir¬ 
cumstances  could  gay  liberation  be  pursued 
within  the  context  of  the  Sandinista  Revolution. 
Sincerely, 

Bob  Harris 
New  York,  NY 
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red  shades,  positively  revolting,  united  fruit  company,  black  sweaters, 


and  the  nicole  hollander  fan  club  affinity  groups 
invite  you  to  the  hottest  event  of  the  season . . . 


DANCE  PARTY 


Saturday,  november  8th  9  pm  -  2  am 

to  benefit  nicaragua  material  aid  and  gay  community  news 

sanchin  karate  studio 
595  mass  ave,  4th  floor 
Cambridge  (central  square  T) 

$5  donation  (more  it/less  if)  at  door  soft-toed  shoes  only,  please  t 

cash  bar  •  food  •  all  kinds  of  dance  music  creative  dress  encouraged  | 

Into  426-4469  tty  426-0332  sorry,  the  studio  is  not  wheelchair  accessible  5 
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Speaking  Out - 

The  Supreme  Court  and  the  Crime 

Not  Fit  to  be  Named 

By  R.  Paul  Martin 


Let’s  consider  the  Supreme  Court’s  sodomy  decision  . 

What  They  Did 

The  opinion  rendered  by  Justice  (what  a  laugh!)  White  clearly  shows  the  homophobia 
which  informed  the  majority  opinion.  When  White  states,  “The  issue  presented  is  whether 
the  Federal  Constitution  confers  a  fundamental  right  upon  homosexuals  to  engage  in 
sodomy  and  hence  invalidate  the  laws  of  the  many  states  that  still  make  such  conduct  illegal 
and  have  done  so  for  a  very  long  time,”  he  indicates  that  the  sexual  orientation  of  the 
respondent  was  the  predominant  factor  that  influenced  the  majority  opinion.  White  drives 
home  his  message  by  further  offering  that,  “No  connection  between  family,  marriage  or 
procreation  on  the  one  hand  and  homosexual  activity  on  the  other  has  been  demonstrated.” 

This  case  was  argued  on  the  basis  of  privacy.  In  order  to  enforce  its  anti-sodomy  laws, 
the  State  of  Georgia  must  invade  bedrooms.  (This  case  was  not  about  buggery  on  Broad¬ 
way.) 

There  were  plenty  of  precedents  regarding  privacy:  privacy  and  abortion,  privacy  and 
birth  control,  privacy  and  “naughty”  books.  Ah!  But  none  of  those  cases  mentioned  the 
magic  word  —  HOMOSEXUAL! 

In  the  majority  opinion,  the  homophobia  is  so  blatant,  the  dismissal  of  the  privacy 
arguments  so  un-judicial  that  even  the  casual  observer  cannot  miss  the  inelegant  submission 
of  the  Court  to  the  Meese/Reagan/Fundamentalist/Right  Wing  political  agenda. 

This  entire  affair  is  a  tale  of  fag  bashing  by  the  police. 

Michael  Hardwicke,  the  brave  gay  man  who  brought  this  suit,  was  given  a  summons  for 
public  drunkenness  only  after  a  Georgia  police  officer  discovered  that  it  was  a  gay  bar  he  was 
leaving. 

After  some  further  shenanigans  with  paperwork  this  same  cop  showed  up  at  Hard- 
wicke’s  house  with  an  illegal  warrant.  And  we  all  know  the  story  of  his  wandering  into  Hard- 
wicke’s  bedroom  to  watch  the  blowjob  in  progress.  Hardwicke  was  arrested,  and  spent  a 
short  time  in  jail. 

After  Hardwicke  started  raising  a  ruckus  he  came  home  one  night  to  find  three  men, 
who  looked  curiously  cop-like,  waiting  to  beat  him  up  and  put  him  in  the  hospital  with 
broken  bones  for  being  a  fag. 

And  when  the  legal  case  gets  to  the  Supreme  Court  all  that  Court  can  see  is  the  sexual 
orientation  of  the  man  involved. 

The  majority  cites  the  “ancient  roots”  of  laws  against  sodomy.  Outgoing  Chief  Justice 
Burger  goes  out  of  his  way  to  hammer  this  home  in  an  opinion  concurring  with  the  majority. 
He  notes  that,  “Homosexual  sodomy  was  a  capital  crime  under  Roman  law.”  At  one  time 
so  was  Christianity!  Why  back  in  the  Chief  Justice’s  Good  Ol’  Days  every  religion  that 
could,  had  laws  against  every  other  religion!  The  Romans  crucified  Christians,  the  Chris¬ 
tians  burned  Jews  at  the  stake.  The  Jews  stoned  idol  worshippers  to  death.  The  Moslems  put 
everybody  else  to  the  sword, ....  This  must  be  the  sort  of  world  that  the  majority  of  the 
“Justices”  hanker  for. 

These  irrational  prejudices  are  the  very  reason  why  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  forces  the  separation  of  Church  and  State. 

So  how  can  ancient  law  rooted  in  these  very  prejudices  be  cited  as  the  reason  for  retain¬ 
ing  the  Georgia  Sodomy  law? 

The  majority  of  the  Justices  didn’t  even  give  this  case  a  fair  chance;  Michael  Hard¬ 
wicke,  and  each  of  us,  was  robbed! 

The  Justices  have  even  left  open  the  possibility  of  some  day  ruling  that  heterosexual 
sodomy  is  legal  while  retaining  a  ban  on  the  same  acts  in  a  homosexual  context. 

In  the  18th  Century  sodomy  was  called  “a  crime  not  fit  to  be  named.”  If  anyone  has 


'  committed  such  a  crime,  it  is  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States. 

What  It  Means 

Obviously  the  immediate  effect  of  this  ruling  is  to  hearten  every  bigot  in  America.  But 
there  are  other,  longer  range  consequences  as  well. 

Right  wingers  will  propose  new  anti-sodomy  laws  for  the  states  that  have  previously 
been  liberated  from  them.  This  alone  will  open  up  a  new,  unwelcome,  front  for  all  to  fight 
on.  Police  will  feel  even  more  justified  in  “cracking  down”  on  gay  people  and  gay 
establishments.  This  case  involved  blatantly  illegal  and  outrageously  prejudicial  behavior  on 
the  part  of  a  Georgia  cop.  I  wonder  how  many  cops  are  saying  to  themselves,  “If  he  can  get 
away  with  it  so  can  I.” 

In  the  fight  against  AIDS  this  will  certainly  be  used  as  a  diversion.  Every  time  a  funding 
bill  for  AIDS  is  brought  up  in  a  state  legislature  some  creep  will  propose  anti-sodomy  legisla¬ 
tion  as  a  “cheaper”  alternative. 

Gay  people  and  lesbians  will  accelerate  their  exodous  from  anti-sodomy  states,  to 
places  like  New  York  City  and  San  Francisco.  This  will  have  the  unfortunate  effect  of  forc¬ 
ing  many  lesbian  and  gay  Americans  to  get  out  of  town,  or  live  in  the  closet. 

What  Do  We  Do  About  It? 

This  decision,  I  hope,  will  prompt  a  re-thinking  by  many  people  of  their  real  relation¬ 
ship  to  what  used  to  be  called  “The  System.”  Years  ago  we  all  knew  that  The  System  was  the 
enemy,  that  we  were  antithetical  to  it  and  it  to  us. 

Such  thoughts  are  quite  out  of  fashion  today.  A  lot  of  people  have  gotten  used  to  work¬ 
ing  within  the  system;  it’s  comfortable,  and  there’s  been  some  progress.  I  have  no  fantasies 
about  this  judicial  outrage  inspiring  lesbian  lawyers  to  start  making  bombs  in  the  basement, 
nor  will  gay  business  councils  form  armed  communes.  But  if  you  look  at  this  decision  you 
can  only  do  one  of  two  things:  you  can  stick  your  head  in  the  sand,  or  you  can  realize  that  we 
will  never  be  a  full-fledged  part  of  this  system.  I  expect  that  in  response  to  this  decision  there 
will  be  a  few  demonstrations,  but  most  people  will  go  ostrich,  and  try  to  make  believe  that 
this  thing  never  happened. 

Daily  routine  has  a  way  of  dulling  outrage.  Unfortunately,  just  about  every  one  of  us 
adults  is  in  some  way  trapped  in  the  system. 

I  still  have  some  hope  though.  My  hope  is  that  we  adults  can  communicate  to  the  young 
one  fact:  the  basis  of  our  movement  is  a  refusal  to  submit  to  tyranny. 

My  hope  is  that  the  young  people,  the  gays  and  lesbians  in  their  teens  and  pre-teens,  will 
be  outraged.  I  hope  that  they  will  see  the  message  which  the  Supreme  Court  has  sent  with  the 
clarity  and  conviction  that  only  the  young  possess.  For  their  sake  I  hope  that  they  can,  while 
still  surviving  day  to  day,  keep  before  them  the  truth  that,  whether  we  like  it  or  not,  we  are 
about  an  end  to  The  System. 

R.  Paul  Martin  produces  a  bi-weekly  gay  radio  program  in  New  York  City  and  he  has 
been  active  in  the  gay  liberation  movement  for  sixteen  years. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under.  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out"  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  do  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 


Community  Voices 


meat-eater  review  does  the  waiting 
of  vegi  cuisine  ever  end? 


Dear  GCN: 

The  book  review  contained  in  Vol  14,  No.  7  of 
GCN  of  John  Preston’s  latest  literary  effort, 
Entertainment  For  A  Master,  was  a  snotty,  con¬ 
descending  exercise  in  ignorance.  The  reviewer 
Robert  Storen  did  reveal  his  disdain  for  S/M 
erotica  and  practice.  The  bigotry  and  intolerance 
revealed  in  his  review  constitute  exactly  the  same 
kind  of  prejudice  that  fuels  the  engine  of 
homophobia  in  “straight”  society. 

Explorations  of  dominance  and  submission  in 
fantasy  or  in  private  sexual  conduct  may  not  pass 
muster  as  politically  correct  among  the  smug  and 
holier-than-thou,  but  that  does  not  mean  that 
thoughtful  people  will  all  shun  those  explora¬ 
tions.  Storen  reveals  his  sexism  in  his  declaration 
that  “I  assume  no  woman  would  go  near  this 
thing.”  Evidently  he  has  not  read  Coming  To 
Power:  Writing  and  Graphics  on  Lesbian  S/M. 

Storen  further  feels  free  to  declare  “the”  pur¬ 
pose  of  S/M  and  to  equate  it  with  Nazi  crimes. 
Let  it  be  said  that  private,  volitional  sex  acts,  even 
if  fantasy  elements  of  force  are  present,  are  none 
of  Storen’s  business.  You  sent  a  meat-eater  to 
review  a  restaurant  specializing  in  vegetarian 
cuisine  and  in  doing  so  you  have  done  a  great 
disservice  to  a  fine  writer. 

Sincerely, 

Tom  Doyal 
Austin,  TX 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the  editor. 
To  minimize  delays,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED,  and 
limited  to  five  typed  pages.  Carbon 
copies  of  letters  sent  elsewhere  are  only 
printed  on  a  space-available  basis.  Send 
letters  to  Community  Voices,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Dear  GCN: 

Hi!  I  received  the  sample  issue  of  GCN.  Thank 
you  so  much!  I  wanted  to  write  you  as  soon  as  I 
got  it,  but  I  had  to  wait  until  I  got  a  stamp  off  of 
commissary  [the  company  store).  You  know  how 
it  is  I’m  sure. 

If  you  could,  please  keep  my  name  on  the  active 
mailing  list.  I  really  enjoy  your  paper  more  than 
anyone  knows.  In  fact,  it  saved  my  sanity  while  I 
was  in  Seg.  [segregation/isolation).  My  friend 
sent  me  an  old  issue  from  last  Nov.  and  I  read  it  at 
least  5  times  in  one  week.  I’m  back  in  population 
after  spending  4  months  in  Seg.  My  companion  is 
in  ‘protective’  custody  so  I  can’t  share  hers,  so  if 
possible  could  you  send  me  a  copy  of  my  own? 

It  was  so  easy  for  me  to  relate  to  some  of  the  ar¬ 
ticles.  I’m  gay  and  have  been  for  many  (10)  years. 
I  also  catch  a  lot  of  hell  in  here  behind  it.  My  wife 
and  I  have  been  together  for  20  months  now  and 
we  have  lost  a  lot  of  things  behind  our  love  for 
one  another.  Now  we’re  waiting  for  them  to 
transfer  her  to  another  unit.  Does  the  waiting  ever 
end?  It’s  always  something,  huh? 

Anyhow,  as  I  was  saying,  while  I  was  in  Seg.  I 
had  begun  to  think  we  were  the  only  “couple”  go¬ 
ing  through  so  many  changes,  because  we  love 
each  other,  but  after  reading  your  paper,  I  realiz¬ 
ed  we’re  not  the  only  ones!!  So  thank  you  again 
for  sending  me  your  paper.  The  poems  really  hit 
home  . . . 

Please  express  my  thanks  to  the  staff  members 
for  putting  together  such  a  fine  paper.  I’m  an  off¬ 
set  printer  in  the  free  world  and  know  how  much 
is  involved  in  the  “lay-out”  and  production  of 
your  paper.  Keep  up  the  good  work.  My  sanity 
relies  on  you  a  lot! 

Sincerely, 

Georgia  Clouse 
389386 
Rt  4  Box  800 
Gatesville,  TX  76528 


Gay  Community  News  is 
now  in  its  fourteenth  year  of 
publication.  Have  you  sub- 
scribed  yet?  You  save  big 
off  the  newsstand  price  when 
you  purchase  a  one-year  sub¬ 
scription.  (So  do  it  today  and 
don't  miss  another  issue!) 


Send  me  Gay  Community  News! 

Name - - - Address _ 

City _ 


State 


New  Subscription  □  Renewal  □ 


Zip 


1  year  $33.00  $ 
25  weeks  $20.00  $ 
25  weeks/low  income  $12.00  $ 

I  would  like  to  contribute  towards  a  free 
subscription  for  a  lesbian  or  gay  prisoner.  $  / 

Enclosed  is  my  check  or  money  order  for  $  L_ 


These  rates  are  lor  subscriptions  within  the  USA.  Add  50%  tor  loreign. 
including  Canada  Amounts  received  in  excess  will  be  considered  donations, 
which  are  greatly  appreciated 

Mail  to:  GCN  Subscriptions.  167  Tremont  Street.  Boston.  MA  02111 

_ GCN  is  published  by  a  non-profit  educational  loundation. 
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Filmmaker  Mixes  Flamboyance  with  Marxism 


Retrospective:  Six  films  by  Rosa 
von  Praunheim.  Oct.  29-Nov.  9. 
The  Institute  of  Comtemporary 
Art,  955  Boy  1st  on  St.,  Boston. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
Halfway  through  Horror  Vacui 
—  The  Fear  of  Emptiness  (1984), 
the  lead  film  at  the  ICA’s  retro¬ 
spective  of  six  of  gay  German 
movie-maker  Rosa  von  Praun- 
heim’s  works,  you  have  to  make  a 
conscious  decision  to  either  give 
in  to  the  movie,  or  get  up  and  walk 
out.  Ostensibly  the  story  of  a 
young  gay  man  getting  into,  and 
out  of,  a  sinister  cult,  von 
Praunheim  has  fashioned  a 
nightmare  that  mixes,  in  equal 
parts,  German  expressionism, 
Grimm’s  Fairy  Tales  and  a  cau¬ 
tionary  fable  of  having  a  weak  ego 
in  an  all-too-carniverous  world. 
Part  clown  show  and  part  horror 
movie,  von  Praunheim’s  film  teet- 
ters  on  the  edge  between  obscure 


and  inaccessible,  but  once  you 
decide  to  meet  it  halfway  the 
rewards  are  considerable. 

Horror  is  the  story  of  two 
lovers,  Hannes  and  Frank,  and 
how  their  love  saves  the  latter  from 
the  deadly  clutches  of  Madame  C. 
We  first  meet  them  at  a  lecture  at 
Hannes ’s  medical  school.  A  Nazi- 
like  professor  is  extolling  the  uses 
of  science  and  medicine  to  perfect 
the  human  condition.  Frank  is 
drawn  to  the  ideas  and  later  that 
night  the  boys  receive  an  invitation 
to  a  chic,  exclusive  Berlin  club 
which  is  also  the  headquarters  and 
main  recruiting  ground  for  a  cult 
which  espouses  the  doctrine  of 
Optimal-Optimism . 

Led  by  the  dwarf-like  Madame 
C.  in  a  glittering  gown,  Frank  sees 
a  vision  of  his  own  death  and 
decides  to  save  himself  by  giving 
up  his  lover,  job,  identity  and  life 
to  join  Madame  C.  and  her  other 
zombies.  When  the  film  is  not 


cranking  out  its  comic  strip  plot  — 
it  veers  somewhere  between  Bat¬ 
man  and  the  early  20th  century, 
surrealist  adventures  of  Fantomas 
—  it  is  showing  the  workings  of  the 
cult.  Needless  to  say  life  there  is 
hardly  optimistic  or  optimal.  All 
of  the  young  people  are  empty- 
headed,  personality-drained  im¬ 
ages  of  their  former  selves,  and 
Madame  C.  is  a  tyrant  who  is 
capitalizing  on  a  mail-order  sex¬ 
ual  advice  business  when  she  is  not 
tormenting  and  castigating  her 
strange,  very  gay  looking,  love- 
slave.  The  film  has  a  happy  ending 
when  love  —  and  reason  —  tri¬ 
umph  and  the  real  identity  of 
Madame  C.  is  exposed.  Lurking 
beneath  all  of  this  is  a  metaphor  — 
actually  a  host  of  them  —  but  von 
Praunheim  is  cagey  enough  not  to 
let  them  sit  too  close  to  the  sur¬ 
face. 

It  is  the  surface  of  the  movie  — 
the  mise  en  scene  —  which  in¬ 
terests  von  Praunheim  the  most. 
Almost  all  of  the  film  is  shot  on 
studio  sets;  the  lighting  is  theat¬ 
rical  and  heightened.  Clearly 
Praunheim’s  inspiration  for  both 
look  and  content  comes  from  The 
Cabinet  of  Dr.  Caligari,  Robert 
Weine’s  1919  psychological 
thriller/expose  of  German 
totalitarianism.  The  out-of-whack 
experimental  sets,  dream  se¬ 
quences,  and  slightly  looney  tone 
of  Caligari  are  not  only  reflected  in 
Horror,  they’re  updated. 

U.S.  audiences  raised  on  the 
simplicities  of  Hollywood  and  TV 
may  have  trouble  with  the  film’s 
mixture  of  stylized  visuals  and 
overtly  political  context.  This  mix 
is  nothing  new  to  Rosa  von  Praun¬ 
heim.  Born  in  1942,  von  Praun¬ 
heim  has  made  over  24  full-length 
narrative  and  documentary  films. 


Latin  Academy  Apartments 


Dorchester,  Codman  Square,  Latin  Academy  features  58 
beautiful  rehabilitated  apartments  in  an  historic  school. 
Fully  applianced  kitchens,  with  wood  cabinets,  tiled  baths, 
closed  circuit  TV  security  system,  laundry  facilities,  off 
street  parking.  0-1-2-3  Bedroom  apartments  available  from 
$525  -  $975.  Heat  &  Central  Air  Conditioning  included  in 
the  rent.  Model/Office  open  Monday  -  Friday,  Noon  -6PM; 
Saturday,  10AM  -  4PM.  Units  are  available  on  an  open  oc¬ 
cupancy  basis.  Financed  by  Massachusetts  Housing  Finance 
Agency. 

INDEPENDENT  MANAGERS  INCORPORATED 

TALBOT  AVE.,  CODMAN  SQUARE,  DORCHESTER 
617/288-5848;  617/442-6828 


SPECIAL  TITLES  INCLUDE: 


WOMEN  in  CINEMA 
& 

GAY  THEMES  IN  FILM 


WOMEN’S  MUSIC 
JAZZ 

CLASSICAL 
RHYTHM  &  BLUES 


MIDWEEK  SPECIAL  -  10%  off  all 


ARBORWAY 
VIDEO  &  SOUND 


55  South  Street,  Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 


albums  and  tapes 

(Tues  &  Wed  only) 

HOURS: 

Mon.  -  Sat.  10am  ’til  9pm 
Sun.  Noon  ’til  7pm  gcn 


It  was  his  1970  It  is  Not  the 
Homosexual  Who  is  Perverse  But 
the  Situation  in  Which  He  Lives 
which  brough  him  both  fame  and 
notoriety  in  Germany  and  the 
States,  and  which  caused  great  fur¬ 
or  in  the  gay  community. 

Part  cinema  verite  and  part  pseudo 
documentary,  It  is  Not  the 
Homosexual. . .  was  commis¬ 
sioned  for  German  TV,  and  then 
not  shown  out  of  deference  to  the 
gay  community. 

Using  a  Brechtian  tone,  von 
Praunheim  took  a  strict  Marxist 
view  of  all  of  gay  life  —  the  bars, 
baths,  romantic  love,  the  leather 
scene,  drag  queens,  boy-lovers  — 
and  found  them  all  to  be  pathetic 
imitations  of  heterosexual  life. 
What  upset  viewers  —  especially  in 
the  U.S.  screenings  —  was  the 
hard  line  Marxist  tone  and  lang¬ 
uage  mixed  with  the  fact  that  the 
filmmaker  seemed  to  have  nothing 
at  all  good  to  say  about  anything 
which  has  been  accepted  as  part  of 
gay  history  or  culture.  It  is  Not  the 
Homosexual. . .  came  across  like  a 
tirade  without  understanding  or 
compassion  for  the  real  lives  of  gay 
men. 

Von  Praunheim  has  since  ex¬ 
plained  that  he  made  It  is  Not  the 
Homosexual . . .  before  he  ever 
knew  about  the  Stonewall  Riots 
and  that  result  was  precisely  the 
response  he  was  trying  to  encour¬ 
age  in  his  European  viewers.  But 
whatever  its  detractors  say  about 
the  film,  it  is  clear  from  its  ability 
to  incur  such  wrath  that  it  has 
some  power  as  a  film/polemic.  In 
a  way  it  is  too  bad  that  so  much  at¬ 
tention  is  focused  upon  the  con¬ 
tent  of  It  is  Not  the  Homosex¬ 
ual.  . .  because  as  a  piece  of  film  it 
shows  the  strong  roots  of  what  has 
continued  to  appear  in  von  Praun¬ 


heim’s  later,  and  more  interesting, 
movies.  It  is  difficult  for  audiences 
in  this  country  to  accept  forth 
rightly  political  or  polemical  art, 
or  even  to  deal  with  a  flamboyant 
stylization  which  sometimes  seems 
to  be  more  concerned  with  obscur¬ 
ing  rather  than  explicating  its  sub¬ 
ject  matter.  And  if  von  Praunheim 
is  anything,  it  is  political  and  flam¬ 
boyant. 

One  of  the  more  controversial 
scenes  in  It  is  Not  the  Homosex¬ 
ual.  . .  is  a  group  of  leather  men 
kissing  and  fondling  one  another’s 
jackets  and  chains.  In  an  overvoice 
the  narration  explains  to  us  that 
the  men  have  made  a  fetish  out  of 
consumer  items  which  denote 
straight  masculinity  in  an  attempt 
to  avoid  their  own  gayness  and  al¬ 
so  to  reinforce  existing  standards 
of  sexism.  What  many  people  did 
not  see  was  that  the  visual  image 
was,  while  not  particularly  affec¬ 
tionate,  actually  quite  funny  — 
Bufiuelian  in  both  content  and  in¬ 
tent  —  in  relation  to  the  pompous 
political  narration.  Yet  even  when 
he  is  trying  a  light  hand,  von 
Praunheim  cannot  avoid  being 
somewhat  heavy-handed.  The 
ironic  juxtapositions  which  work 
so  well  in  a  Fessbinder  film  —  Fox 
and  His  Friends,  for  instance, 
which  is  just  as  “Marxist”  in  its 
politics  as  anything  in  a  von 
Praunheim  film  —  have  in  von 
Praunheim’s  work  a  leaden  touch. 

Over  the  years  von  Praunheim 
has  been  perfecting  his  craft.  The 
films  are  more  accessible  and  a 
good  deal  more  fun.  Army  of 
Lovers,  made  in  the  United  States 
in  1979,  is  a  documentary  of  gay 
people  and  groups  around  the 
country.  Von  Praunheim  inter¬ 
views  Gore  Vidal,  Christopher 
Continued  on  next  page 
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Join  us  for  the  holidays.  We’re  celebrating  Thanksgiving 
and  Christmas  with  all  the  trimmings.  Our  cross-country 
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German  Filmmaker  Mixes  Striking  Visuals  with  Marxist  Polemics 
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Ishenvood,  Fred  Halsted,  Vito 
Russo,  the  Fag  Rag  Collective,  and 
Tom  Reeves  in  an  attempt  to  cap¬ 
ture  the  spirit  and  energy  of  the 
gay  liberation  movement  through 
the  land.  Around  that  same  time 
(1978)  he  also  made  Tally  Brown, 
New  York,  a  fairly  straighfor- 
ward  interview/documentary  of 
the  Warhol  set  in  the  East  Villiage. 
Besides  Brown  herself,  he  also  in¬ 
terviews  Taylor  Mead,  Divine,  and 
Holly  Woodlawn.  Both  of  these 
films  are  interesting  more  for  a 
historical  context  than  as  fine  film- 
making.  But  it  is  clear  that  while 
von  Praunheim’s  lurid  visual  sen¬ 
sibilities  are  not  at  work  here,  his 
ever-searching  political  acumen  is 
working  overtime. 

In  Red  Love  made  in  1981  von 
Praunheim  is  again  mixing  his 
genres  and  stirring  up  a  concoction 
that  is  part  docu-fiction  and  part 
free-for-all.  Loosely  adapted  from 
Alexandra  Kollontai’s  1923  novel 
Vasilisa  Malegyna,  in  praise  of  the 
new  Bolshevik  woman,  Red  Love 
is  an  all  out  attack  on  socially  en¬ 
forced  monogamy  and  on  what  we 
mean  when  we  talk  about  love  un¬ 
der  capitalism.  All  of  his  political 
points  are  made  —  some  fairly 
subtly  —  and  his  camera  work  is 
as  stylized  as  usual.  The  love  story 
of  Wassilissa  and  Vladimir  — 
given  birth  to  and  then  doomed  by 
the  1918  Revolution  —  is  intercut 
with  a  video-to-film  interview  with 
sexual  activist  Helga  Goetz.  The 
almost  charming  naivte  and  insou¬ 
ciance  of  the  first  story  (which  von 
Praunheim  half-parodies  and  half- 
idealizes)  is  undercut  with  the 
reality  of  living  in  the  real  world. 
The  camera  work  is  by 
underground  filmmaker  Mike 
Kuchar  ( Sins  of  the  Fleshpots)  and 
falls  somewhere  in  between  the 
most  obvious  Fassbinder  and  the 

Xt\OVC  free  floating  visuals  of  the 

York  avant-garde.  But  what 
makes  the  movie  work  is  the  stri¬ 
dent  switching  between  the  two 
stories.  The  dichotomy  von 
Praunheim  sets  up  makes  us  ex- 


tion  of  a  new  world  —  and  a  dis¬ 
tilled  emotion  —  from  the  use  of 
set  design  and  lighting  is  essential 
here.  From  the  beginning  von 
Praunheim  has  tried  to  create  a 
new  world  —  a  new  way  of  seeing. 
The  City  of  Lost  Souls  is,  in  many 
ways,  the  obverse  of  Horror 
Vacui.  In  the  first  we  see  the 
endless  possibilities  of  self- 
expression  —  of  which  sex  is  pro¬ 
bably  the  most  important  —  and  in 
the  second  what  happens  when  we 
voluntarily  give  up  our  lives  and 
spirits  to  a  “higher  cause.” 

Over  the  years  Rosa  von  Praun¬ 
heim  has  matured.  The  original  ar¬ 
tistic  vision  is  still  there,  but  it  is 
refined.  Watching  the  raucousness 
of  City  of  Lost  Souls,  or  the 


somber  melodrama  of  Horror 
Vacui  you  can  see  the  merging  of 
the  strikingly  visual  with  the 
thoughtful  polemic.  Both  films, 
but  especially  Horror  Vacui,  are 
well  modulated  and  worked  out. 
There  is  nothing  out  of  place  and 
yet  they  still  take  chances,  still 
push  us,  insisting  that  we  follow 
the  filmmaker’s  vision  —  both  ar¬ 
tistic  and  political.  Given  the  risks 
that  von  Praunheim  takes  it  is  no 
surprise  that  his  work  is  not  better 
known.  But  marketing  art  and  pol¬ 
itics  is  never  easy  and  the  ICA  has 
done  a  service  to  bring  these  six 
films  to  Boston.  It  is  not  the  film¬ 
maker  who  is  obtuse,  but  the  in¬ 
dustry  in  which  he  must  function. 


from  Horror  Vacui  by  Rosa  von  Praunheim 


amine  our  own  reactions  as  much 
as  we  are  dealing  with  what  is  hap¬ 
pening  in  the  film.  The  Brechtian 
technique  he  began  with  in  It  is 
Not  the  Homosexual. . .  reaches  a 
new  level  here. 

City  of  Lost  Souls  (1983)  was 
shown  at  Boston’s  gay  film  festival 
last  year  under  the  title  of  Burger 
Queens  of  Berlin  where  audiences 
seemed  to  like  it.  Much  less  overtly 
political  than  his  other  works  it  is 
structured  as  a  cabaret/revue  that 
features  singers,  dancers,  transsex¬ 
uals  and  acrobats.  The  plot,  little 
that  there  is,  settles  upon  some 
American  expatriates  making  a  liv¬ 
ing  in  Berlin,  the  most  ingratiating 
of  these  is  Jayne  County  who  used 
to  be  Wayne  County  —  New  York 
rock  performer.  The  intricate,  yet 
quite  tacky,  sets  which  appear  in 
Horror  Vacui  begin  to  make  their 
appearance  in  City  of  Lost  Souls. 
There  is  a  dreamlike  quality  to 

much  of  the  film;  the  obvious  sets 

lend  a  very  theatrical  look,  but  the 
surreaJism  and  the  outlandishness 

of  the  characters  and  the  perfor¬ 
mances  bring  it  into  another 
realm. 
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BOSTON  S  BEST  MUSIC AU. 


AS  INTOXICATING 
AS  EVER!” 


‘PUNCH,  PIZZAZZ, 
\SM ASHING  NEW 
MATERIAL!” 

— Joyce  Kulhavvik, 
WM-TV 

‘FABULOUS. .  .WELL 
WORTH  A  SECOND 
VISIT!  GET  THEE  TO 
THIS  PARODY!” 

— Uso  Karlin,  *VCV»TV 

“A  WICKED  DELIGHT! 

— Kevin  Kelly,  Boston  Globe 
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Watching  the  films  of  Fass¬ 
binder  —  especially  ones  like 
Jailbait,  The  Bitter  Tears  of  Petra 
von  Kant,  and  The  Year  of  13 
Moons  —  it  is  easy  to  see  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  Hollywood,  particular¬ 
ly  the  1950s  tone  and  color  of 
Douglas  Sirk.  And  while  it  is  possi¬ 
ble  to  see  Hollywood  in  some  of 
von  Praunheim,  it  is  more  obvious 
in  the  studio  productions  of  the 
1930s  and  ’40s:  the  musicals  and 
horror  films.  (This  is  not  all  that 
surprising  since  many  of  those 
films,  the  dramas  in  particular, 
were  made  by  German  filmmakers 
who  had  immigrated.)  The  crea- 
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Ticket  Outlets:  Somerville  Theatre  in  Somerville  •  Wood  6t  Sitings  in  Arlington  •  Royal  Bookstore  tn  Arlington 
’  Royal  Bookstore  in  Btooklme  •  Food  lor  Thought  in  Jamaica  Plain  •  Cambridge  Natural  Foods  in  Cambridge  •  Sandy's  Music 
in  Cambridge  »  Mary  Curtis  Shop  in  Concord  »  Minor  Chord  in  Acton  •  ALL  Ticketton  outlets  in  New  England 


One  night  after  supper  when  I  was  nine , 
my  parents  told  me  /  could  no  longer  go  to  the  bam  and 
help  my  dad  milk.  They  reasoned  that  because  I  was  a 
girl ,  it  was  time  I  stayed  in  the  house  and  learned  how  to 
do  dishes!  That’s  the  only  time  I  remember  throwing  a 
temper  tantrum.  I  laid  down  in  front  of  the  door  and 
kicked.  I  wasn’t  going  to  let  my  dad  out  if 
I  couldn’t  go  with  him. 


AT  TOM0OY  OW  A  A* 


By  Dorothy  Gruber  Quam 

What  moves  my  spirit 

To  seek  connectedness  with  another? 

What  draws  my  soul  to  yours ? 

Why  do  I  feel  I’ve  been  reborn  knowing  you 

And  all  my  lovers  have  failed  me? 

I  wrote  these  lines  shortly  after  I  realized  I  was  in  love 
with  Judy.  That  was  just  over  three  years  ago.  1  was  44  at 
the  time,  twice  married  and  divorced,  and  a  grand¬ 
mother! 

I  can  recall  other  times  when  1  have  gained  insights 
that  changed  my  persepctive  on  life,  but  none  would 
have  the  impact  this  revelation  would  hold  for  me. 

I  remember  the  moment  well.  It  was  much  like  any 
other  morning  early  in  1983.  After  being  rudely  awaken¬ 
ed  by  the  intolerable  tones  of  my  alarm,  I  fell  back  into 
bed  for  an  extra  10  minutes  of  leisure.  I  lay  staring  at  the 
ceiling  and  as  usual  my  thoughts  turned  to  Judy.  I 
thought  about  how  I  felt  when  I  was  with  her,  how  I’d 
rather  spend  my  time  with  her  than  anyone  else  and  how 
excited  I’d  get  about  a  simple  lunch  date  with  her.  I 
remembered  my  fantasy  of  her  from  the  night  before. 
And  then  it  hit  me!  “If  you  felt  this  way  about  a  man, 
you’d  say  you  were  in  love!”  I  breathed. 

Judy  was  a  young  reporter  I  worked  with  at  the  local 
newspaper.  She  and  I  were  in  Al-Anon  together  and  had 
supported  each  other  through  a  tense  and  trying  union¬ 
organizing  effort  at  the  paper.  We’d  talk  for  hours  about 
politics,  unions,  women’s  rights,  feelings  and  relation¬ 
ships.  She  was  the  first  person  I  felt  really  understood  me 
and  the  first  real  intimate  friendship  I  had  been  able  to 
sustain. 

We  cared  about  each  other  a  lot,  but  seldom 
touched  or  showed  affection.  There  was  an  unnamed 
tension  between  us.  She  told  me  about  a  brief  lesbian  ex¬ 
perience  she’d  had  with  her  college  friend.  I  was  curious, 
but  didn’t  really  understand.  I  didn’t  know  anything  about 
such  things. 

As  I  think  back  it  seems  so  strange.  One  one  level  I 
knew  what  my  feelings  for  her  were,  but  I  didn’t  translate 
that  into  anything  sexual.  It’s  like  I  knew,  but  didn’t  know. 
My  journal  entries  at  the  time  reveal  something  of  my 
process.  I  wrote  about  how  important  she  was  to  me  and 
how  1  felt  closer  to  her  than  1  had  to  anyone  else  in  my 
life,  but  never  mentioned  the  sexual  fantasies  I  had  of 
her. 

The  intensity  of  my  feelings  for  her  were  new  and 
confusing.  Many  times  I’d  try  to  tell  her  what  I  felt,  but  I 


always  stopped  short  of  labeling  it  for  what  it  was.  Even 
so,  she  knew  I  was  asking  for  something  she  didn’t  want 
to  give,  and  she  withdrew  at  times. 

In  the  fall  of  1983  Judy  moved  to  Boston  without 
my  ever  being  able  to  tell  her  how  much  I  loved  her.  Say¬ 
ing  good-bye  to  her  that  dark  October  morning  was  one 
of  the  most  difficult  things  I’ve  done.  Tears  streamed 
down  my  face  as  I  watched  her  old  Volkswagen  Beetle 
disappear  around  the  corner.  I  really  didn’t  think  I’d  sur¬ 
vive  without  her!  Months  later  I  was  still  writing  in  my 
journal  about  how  much  I  missed  her. 

We  exchanged  letters  religiously  and  in  January  I  re¬ 
ceived  an  overwhelming  letter  detailing  her  coming  out 
process.  She  said  she  was  a  lesbian.  She  told  me  about 
her  coming  out  support  group,  the  gay  bars,  her  sexual 
attractions  for  women  and  her  latest  crushes  —  all  of  it! 

In  my  journal  that  night  I  wrote  I  was  envious  of  her. 
“A  part  of  me  wants  that  too,”  I  said.  “That’s  right,  1 
wonder  if  I  could  not  be  a  lesbian.”  Not  only  did  I  try  the 
lesbian  label  on  for  the  first  time,  I  took  another  significant 
step.  Up  to  this  time  I  had  thought  of  my  intense  feelings 
for  Judy  as  just  special  feelings  for  a  special  person.  I  had 
never  recognized  my  attractions  for  other  women.  Now  I 
started  to  put  the  pieces  together. 

A  few  weeks  later  my  No.  2  son  went  into  treatment 
for  his  chemical  dependency.  He  called  me  to  join  him 
for  a  day  of  counseling.  In  a  counseling  group  he  told  me 
he  was  gay,  fully  expecting  to  blow  his  mother  away.  In¬ 
stead  I  sat  there  nodding  my  head  and  saying,  “Yes,  I 
think  I  understand.”  Then  I  told  him  and  the  group  about 
my  feelings  for  Judy.  I  blew  him  away! 

I  rushed  home  to  phone  Judy.  Now  that  the  word 
was  out,  I  had  to  tell  her.  What  she  told  me  is  not  what  I 
wanted  to  hear.  She  loved  me  as  a  friend,  she  said,  but 
she  did  not  share  my  feelings.  What  followed  were  many 
painful  letters  and  a  visit  which  left  me  feeling  very  sad. 
We  struggled  to  remain  friends.  My  journal  over  the  next 
years  reveals  a  process  of  letting  go  bit  by  bit.  It  wasn’t  un¬ 
til  last  summer  when  she  came  for  a  visit  that  I  was  truly 
able  to  spend  time  with  her  and  hold  her  and  tell  her  I 

love  her,  and  not  want  more. 

•  •  • 

I  often  wonder  if  I’d  be  identifying  as  a  lesbian  today 
if  I  had  not  met  Judy.  I’m  not  sure.  Judy  says  she  hap¬ 
pened  into  my  life  at  the  right  time.  “When  the  student  is 
ready,  the  teacher  appears,”  she  says.  One  thing  is  for 
sure.  Judy  was  the  first  lesbian  I  ever  knew. 

Countless  times  I  have  asked  how  I  could  live  45 
years  of  my  life  and  not  know  who  I  was.  In  my  search  to 


Countless  times 
I  have  asked  how  I  could 
live  45  years  of  my  life  and 
not  know  who  I  was. 


understand  I  must  go  back  into  my  childhood  —  back  as 
far  as  I  can  remember. 

I  grew  up  in  a  southern  Minnesota  dairy  farm  in  the 
1940s,  the  oldest  child  and  only  daughter.  My  mother 
didn’t  drive  a  car  and  my  dad  was  too  busy  to  go  places 
much,  so  I  grew  up  isolated  and  alone.  In  the  absence  of 
playmates,  I  lived  in  fantasies.  My  earliest  fantasy  was 
that  of  being  a  farmer  like  my  dad.  I  used  my  tricycle  for  a 
tractor  as  I  drove  around  the  lawn  planting  my  fields. 

I  spent  most  of  my  early  childhood  playing  outdoors 
or  tagging  after  my  dad.  Mother  has  often  talked  about 
how  dirty  I’d  get  playing.  Two  of  my  favorite  things  to  do 
were  greasing  and  oiling  my  dad’s  machinery  and  playing 
in  the  calf  pens  with  the  calves. 

My  world  was  totally  heterosexual.  All  the  couples  I 
knew  were  male-female.  I  never  knew  any  women  who 
lived  together  and  had  never  heard  the  word  lesbian. 
Women  who  did  not  marry  were  pitied.  My  dad’s  “old 
maid”  sister  was  viewed  as  eccentric. 

There  were  no  examples  of  lesbians  in  the  books  I 
read  either.  Strong  women  characters  were  my  favorites, 
of  course.  I  fell  in  love  with  the  free-spirited  Jo  in  Louisa 
May  Alcott’s  Little  Women.  I  admired  rebel  and  pioneer 
women  like  Calamity  Jane  and  Annie  Oakley  or 
ad'venturers  like  Amelia  Earhart.  That’s  the  closest  I 
came  to  finding  role  models  among  women. 

My  real  heroes  were  cowboy  stars.  Every  time  my 
dad  was  going  to  the  village  store,  I’d  beg  to  go  along  so  I 
could  buy  the  latest  Roy  Rogers  and  Gene  Autry  comic 
book.  I  dreamed  of  wearing  cowboy  boots  and  playing  a 
guitar  (neither  of  which  I  ever  got)  and  having  a  gun  and 
holster  set.  Later  I  wore  my  younger  brother’s  guns.  I 
rolled  the  brim  of  my  straw  hat  to  look  like  a  cowboy  hat, 
wore  blue  jeans  and  a  western  belt. 

My  favorite  fantasy  place  during  this  “phase”  was  a 
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huge,  old  wealthy  tree  in  the  apple  orchard  because  it 
had  a  thick,  low-slung  branch  running  parallel  to  the 
ground.  I  would  sit  astride  this  branch  and  ride  off  into  the 
sunset  to  do  all  the  things  my  western  heroes  did.  I  never 
thought  of  myself  as  a  cowgirl  for  even  then  I  knew  that 
boys  got  to  do  all  the  fun  things. 

After  I  started  school,  I  did  have  a  girlfriend.  Her 
name  was  Peggy  and  she  was  very  much  a  little  girl  — 
not  a  tomboy  like  me.  She’d  want  to  play  dolls  and  house 
and  silly  games  like  that.  So  we  played  wedding.  I  was 
the  groom!  If  I  did  play  dolls  I’d  get  bored  with  the  mother 
role  and  perform  experiments  on  them.  One  time  I 
smeared  a  mixture  of  talcum  powder  and  water  on  my 
best  doll’s  head  and  its  skull  cracked  open.  I  didn’t  care.  I 
didn’t  like  my  dolls. 

1  remember  my  rural  school  teacher.  She  had  long, 
blond  curls,  a  musical  voice  and  a  tiny  waist  accentuated 
by  full  breasts.  She  smelled  wonderful,  too!  I  thought  she 
was  the  most  beautiful  person  alive!  I  know  now  she  was 
the  first  woman  I  loved. 

Something  happened  when  I  was  nine  that  would 
break  my  heart  and  maybe  a  bit  of  my  spirit.  One  night 
after  supper  my  parents  told  me  I  could  no  longer  go  to 
the  barn  and  help  my  dad  milk.  They  reasoned  that 
because  I  was  a  girl,  it  was  time  I  stayed  in  the  house  and 
learned  how  to  do  dishes!  That’s  the  only  time  I 
remember  throwing  a  temper  tantrum.  I  laid  down  in 
front  of  the  door  and  kicked.  I  wasn’t  going  to  let  my  dad 
out  if  I  couldn’t  go  with  him.  Needless  to  say,  it  didn’t 
work.  1  learned  how  to  do  dishes  and  other  things  girls 
are  supposed  to  do. 

Ironically,  about  the  same  time,  my  parents  recog¬ 
nized  my  tractor-driving  abilities  and  that  was  to  save  me 
from  the  confines  of  the  kitchen.  It  was  one  of  the  proud¬ 
est  moments  of  my  life  when  my  dad  announced  that 
he  wasn’t  going  to  have  to  get  a  hired  man  that  summer 
because  I  was  old  enough  to  drive  the  tractor  for  grain 
harvest. 

How  hard  I  tried  to  prove  myself  to  my  perfectionist 
father.  I  made  an  effort  to  make  every  corner  just  right  so 
as  not  to  drive  down  any  grain  and  yet  not  swinging  too 
wide  so  the  binder  would  take  a  full  cut.  My  dad  never 
praised  me  for  doing  it  right  but  when  he’d  offer  to  share 
his  pre-dinner  beer  with  me,  I  felt  like  I  had  done  a  man’s 
job! 

Those  summers  on  the  farm  working  with  my  dad 
are  some  of  my  best  memories.  I  drove  horses  for  haying 
and  even  got  to  try  my  hand  at  shocking  oats.  Only  when 
the  threshers  came  did  I  have  to  stay  in  the  house  and 


help  my  mother  serve  huge  bowls  of  food  to  the  hungry 
men. 

When  I  was  twelve  I  was  still  being  the  tomboy.  I  was 
one  of  Joe  Louis’s  biggest  fans  and  would  write  about  his 
fights  in  my  diary.  I’d  shadow  box  in  secret.  I  was  also  a 
baseball  fan  and  since  I  had  no  one  to  play  with,  I’d  spend 
hours  fine-tuning  my  pitching  abilities.  I  found  if  I  hurled 
the  softball  against  the  metal  garage  door  hard  enough  it 
would  bounce  back  to  me.  Later  I  pitched  for  my  4-H 
team. 

When  I  was  thirteen  I’d  convince  my  parents  to  let 
me  stay  home  when  they  went  away  and  I’d  sneak  my 
dad’s  Lucky  Strikes  and  smoke  them  in  the  barn!  Often 
I’d  go  upstairs  and  dress  up  in  my  dad’s  old  suits.  I  spent 
hours  learning  how  to  tie  a  tie! 

Although  I  identified  more  closely  with  my  dad,  my 
mother  also  had  an  influence  on  me.  Even  though  she 
was  dependent  on  my  dad  for  money  and  for  transporta¬ 
tion,  she  was  an  equal  partner  in  the  operation  of  the 
farm.  She  did  not  work  on  the  farm,  but  she  and  dad 
made  all  decisions  together.  In  fact,  if  anyone  dominated 
in  that  relationship  my  mother  did.  She  most  often  got 
what  she  wanted. 

My  life  seemed  to  change  when  I  got  to  high  school. 
Being  from  the  country  I  was  an  outsider,  so  I  did 
everything  I  could  to  fit  in  and  be  accepted.  I  learned  to 
conform.  I  think  it  was  also  the  time  I  quit  enjoying  life. 

I  wore  dresses  and  the  latest  styles  (as  much  as  my 
parents  could  afford)  and  I  dated  boys.  I  never  really  liked 
boys.  I  did  it  because  someone  asked  me  and  it  was  the 
thing  to  do.  I  never  knew  I  could  say  no.  I  was  never  at- 


I  remembered  my 
fantasy  of  her  from  the 
night  before .  And  then  it  hit 
me!  “ If  you  felt  this  way 
about  a  man ,  you’d  say  you 
were  in  love!”  I  breathed . 


tracted  to  boys  except  for  one  who  was  my  friend  be¬ 
cause  he  never  tried  to  get  physical  with  me.  I  could  talk 
to  him.  I  liked  him.  Besides,  he  had  a  red  convertible  and 
I  liked  cars  a  lot  more  than  boys! 

If  I  thought  boys  were  dumb,  I  thought  girls  who 
spent  most  of  their  time  talking  about  boys  and  silly  things 
like  make-up  and  hairstyles  were  dumber.  I  had  time  for 
neither  and  concentrated  mostly  on  being  a  good  stu¬ 
dent. 

I  was  basically  a  pretty  shy  young  woman.  I  excelled 
in  school  and  had  a  few  close  girlfriends.  Occasionally  I 
would  have  a  girlfriend  stay  overnight.  We’d  lay  in  bed 
sharing  secrets  late  into  the  night.  I  would  lay  awake 
long  after  she  was  sleeping,  yearning  for  something,  but 
not  knowing  what  it  was.  The  same  thing  would  happen 
at  slumber  parties.  Now  I  know  why  I  never  could  sleep  at 
those  parties. 

Since  my  real  world  told  me  I  was  expected  to  marry 
and  have  babies  —  I  did!  College  was  not  considered  im¬ 
portant  for  women  back  in  the  ’50s.  If  only  I  had  been 
strong  enough  (and  rich  enough)  to  have  done  it  any¬ 
way,  maybe,  just  maybe  I  would  have  met  a  lesbian 
earlier  in  life  and  avoided  the  pain  of  two  traumatic  mar¬ 
riages.  But  at  19,  I  didn’t  figure  I  had  any  options.  I  didn’t 
know  women  could  love  women. 

So  I  married  an  alcoholic  and  had  four  babies  in  five 
years.  And  I  began  to  lose  the  spirit  of  the  little  girl  riding 
her  apple  orchard  steed.  I  found  myself  forced  into  a  role 
I  was  not  meant  to  fill.  Gradually  I  sunk  into  depression.  I 
hated  housework,  resented  my  children  and  despised  my 
husband  —  yet  I  hid  all  this  anger  from  myself.  I  tried  to 
be  a  good  wife  like  my  Bible  said.  Finally,  after  12  and  a 
half  years  of  hell,  I  got  a  divorce,  though  only  after  my 
minister  gave  me  permission. 

Two  years  later  I  married  a  man  who  sexually  abused 
my  daughter  the  entire  seven  years  we  were  married.  In 
many  ways  he  was  a  “nice”  man  and  in  the  beginning  I 
thought  I  was  in  love  with  him.  Later  I  learned  what  I  felt 
for  him  didn’t  hold  a  candle  to  what  I  would  feel  for  my 
friend  Judy. 

In  the  three  years  since  Judy  helped  pry  open  my 
closet  door,  I  have  learned  to  love  women  and  in  the  pro¬ 
cess  I  am  learning  to  love  myself.  I  don’t  know  where  my 
process  will  lead  me,  but  I  know  it  will  be  exciting.  I  can’t 
help  remembering  the  little  girl  of  nine  who  kicked  and 
screamed  and  said  “Don’t  make  me  do  it.  Let  me  be  who 
I  am!”  Now,  finally,  at  48,  I  can  be  who  I  am.  I  feel  like 
I’ve  been  reunited  with  that  little  girl  that  society  shoved 
into  the  closet. 
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Blier:  Everyone  Gets  Fucked  in  the  End 


Depardieu,  Miou-Miou,  and  Blanc  (l-r)  in  Menage 


Menage.  Written  and  directed  by 
Bertrand  Blier.  With  Gerard 
Depardieu,  Michel  Blanc  and 
Miou-Miou.  Running  time  84 
mins.  At  the  USA  Nickelodeon, 
Boston. 

By  Michael  Bronski 
The  advertising  graphic  for  Ber¬ 
trand  Blier’s  new  film  Menage 
shows  a  well-dressed  woman  non¬ 
chalantly  restraining  two,  leashed, 
dogs.  The  larger,  more  butch  dog 
is  furiously  humping  the  smaller, 
more  dainty,  beast.  Although  it’s 
a  great,  jokey  photo,  it’s  unclear 
what  it  actually  means  in  relation 
to  the  film.  One  thing  is  certain. 


however:  Blier  thinks  that  for 
everyone  concerned  —  men, 
women,  poor  and  bourgeois  — 
it’s  a  dog’s  life.  Even  humping 
(which  everyone  in  the  film  does 
constantly)  is  not  much  of  a  relief. 

The  film  begins  in  a  broken 
down  nightclub.  A  married  cou¬ 
ple,  Antoine  (Michel  Blanc)  and 
Monique  (Miou-Miou)  are  sitting 
unhappily  at  a  table.  She  com¬ 
plains  that  they  have  no  money, 
that  she  hasn’t  changed  her 
underwear  in  weeks,  and  that  he  is 
a  failure.  The  more  she  com¬ 
plains,  the  more  bitter  and 
hardened  her  face  becomes  —  and 
the  more  patiently  and  lovingly  he 


looks  at  her.  Suddenly  Bob 
(Gerard  Depardieu),  a  big  bruiser 
with  an  open  shirt  and  a  tattoo  of 
a  ship  in  full  sail  across  his  chest, 
appears.  He  smacks  Monique  to 
the  floor,  tosses  a  handful  of  bills 
on  her  and  tells  her  to  leave  her 
husband  alone.  Grateful  for  the 
cash,  she  hardly  notices  that  he 
has  started  making  eyes  at  her 
husband.  Within  hours  they  all 
become  friends  —  the  couple  is 


easily  seduced  by  his  copious  flow 
of  cash  —  and  they  soon  begin 
traipsing  about  Paris  helping  Bob 
with  his  work:  robbing  the  rich. 

Monique  and  Antoine  get  quite 
accustomed  to  their  new  lifestyle, 
drinking  the  fine  wines  and  loung¬ 
ing  about  the  expensive  bedrooms 
of  the  people  whose  homes  they 
happen  to  be  in.  And  Bob  enjoys 
showing  them  about,  dressing 
them  up  with  the  clothes  they 
find,  and  slowly  but  steadily  put¬ 
ting  the  make  on  Antoine,  who 
resists  all  advances.  Bob  is  persis¬ 
tent  though  and,  with  the  implicit 
approval  of  Monique,  he  finally 
coaxes  and  cajoles  the  husband  to 
bed.  All  three  soon  set  up 
housekeeping  —  Monique  insists 
that  she  wants  a  little  apartment  to 
take  care  of  —  but  that  ends 
abruptly  since  Bob  is  always  abus¬ 
ing  her  for  not  taking  proper  care 


of  her  husband  —  his  lover. 

In  this  world  everyone  is  trap¬ 
ped  in  some  sort  of  role,  and  even 
interchanging  them  makes  no  dif¬ 
ference.  Monique  leaves  with  a 
new  lover,  Antoine  begins  to  com¬ 
plain  that  Bob  no  longer  loves 
him,  and  after  a  complicated  plot 
twist,  which  involves  a  killing  and 
a  four-year  lapse,  all  three  are 
reunited.  Their  lives  once  again 
are  intertwined  —  this  time  as 
streetwalkers  in  one  of  the  city’s 
shoddier  districts. 

Blier  has  said  that  he  started  out 
making  a  film  noir  —  in  the  first 
draft  Antoine  murders  Bob  —  and 
that  genre  still  sets  the  dominant 
tone  of  this  film.  The  trio’s  rob¬ 
bing  sprees  and  their  late-night 
jaunts  come  out  of  the  New  Wave 
tradition  of  Bob  Le  Flambeau  and 
Godard’s  Band  of  Outsiders.  But 
Blier  is  after  bigger  fish  than  mere¬ 
ly  attacking  the  upper  classes  with 
a  band  of  happy,  unconventional 
thieves.  What  Menage  resembles 
most  closely  is  Noel  Coward’s 
1932  naughty  drawingroom  com¬ 
edy  Design  for  Living  with  its 
devil-may-care  bisexuals  trying  to 
work  out  a  lifestyle  that  suits 
everyone.  But  in  Coward’s  world 
the  ultimate  rebellion  was  to  turn 
up  one’s  nose  at  convention;  Blier 
has  a  much  darker  view  than  that. 

Everyone  in  Menage  is  trapped. 
Trapped  by  poverty,  by  dreams  of 
escape,  sex  roles,  gender  roles, 
conventions,  even  by  the  conven¬ 
tions  of  being  unconventional. 
Each  of  the  characters  is  terribly 
unhappy,  and  although  they  keep 
Continued  on  page  12 


VIDA  K. 

BERKOWITZ 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

In  Practice  Since  1975 

Family  Law 

General  Practice 

'Custody  Issues 

'Employment  Rights 

'Relationship 

'Personal  Injury 

Agreements 
'Estate  Planning 

'Landlord/Tenant 

52  Western  Ave.,  Camb.,  MA  02139  (617)876-7099 

JlCargarei  TIC.  Gap  re 

insurance  OQjency 

Independent  Insurance  Agent  Welcoming 
the  Gay  and  Lesbian  Community,  for  all  types  of  insurance 


•  Same  Day  Plate  Service 

•  Low  Down  Payments 

•  Notary  Public 


•  Open  Mon.-Fri.:  9-7  PM 
Sat.  10-4  PM 


277-8187  697  Washington  Street,  Brookline  (Near  Beacon) 


M)OT 

healthy  teeth. . .  they’re 
a  team  effort 


Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Kirk  S.  Bankhead,  DDS 

1259  Hyde  Park  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 

Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 


FROM  THE  DIRECTOR  OF 

'GET  OUT  YOUR  HANDKERCHIEFS'  AND  GOING  PLACES.' 


YES  -  THERE  IS  A 
BETTER  WAY  TO  FIND 
NEW  FRIENDS  OR  A 
RELATIONSHIP. 


617-  723-2021 

CONNECTION,  Ltd. 

NEW  ENGLAND’S  ONLY  GAY 
OWNED  AND  STAFFED 
Dating  service  for  Sincere 
people  looking  for  Honest 
Friendships  or  a  Relationship 
in  the  future. 


CD 


A  video  documentary  about  lesbian  families 

Saturday,  November  1,  7:00  pm 


for  women-only  audiences 
IlinlNw  a  video  about  sexuality 
■y  |  |>cy  *  in  long-term  lesbian 
1 1  I  relationships 

Saturday,  November  1,  8:30  pm 
Sunday,  November  2,  7:00  pm  &  9:00  pm 


Somerville  Community  Access  Television 

Somerville  Ave.,  Union  Square 


$4  more  or  less,  tickets  at  door 
*  Sunday  shows  ASL  interpreted 
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Women  and  AIDS 


Continued from  page  3 
Isolated  Women 

Marie,  a  woman  with  AIDS 
who  addressed  the  conference,  is  a 
member  of  a  weekly  support  group 
organized  by  the  AIDS  Action 
Committee.  She  is  the  only  woman 
in  the  group,  which  she  describes 


said  Lisa  Tackley,  a  rolfer  involv¬ 
ed  with  the  AAC,  AIDS  organiza¬ 
tions  are  usually  comprised  of 
“middle  class  white  men  creating 
professional  hierarchical  groups 
—  very  slick.”  These  groups  are 
very  different  from  women’s 


ter.  As  a  result,  the  health  center  is 
attempting  to  coordinate  a  New 
England  group  to  address  the  sub¬ 
ject  on  an  ongoing  basis. 

“People  seemed  ready  to 
move  and  do  something,”  she 
said.  “We’ll  probably  try  to  get 


Six  or  seven  lesbians  have  been  diagnosed 
with  AIDS ,  all  of  whom  had  shared  needles  with 

others  when  using  IV  drugs. 


as  virtually  her  only  means  of 
social  contact. 

Gage,  of  West  Hollywood’s 
Women’s  AIDS  Project,  said,  “I 
have  women  call  me  and  I’m  the 
only  person  besides  the  person 
who  drew  blood  who  knows 
they’re  thinking  about  [AIDS.]” 
Many  women  feel  uncomfortable 
talking  about  AIDS  with  men,  she 
said,  because  it  often  entails  talk¬ 
ing  about  sex  and  their  bodies. 

Isolation  is  also  common  for 
women  who  work  in  AIDS  organ¬ 
izations.  Heidi  Hunt,  a  lesbian 
who  was  a  part  of  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  (AAC)  from  “day 
one,”  told  GCN  she  left  the  com¬ 
mittee  six  months  ago  because  of 
feeling  isolated  and  trivialized  as  a 
lesbian  activist. 

Hunt  complained  of  AAC’s 
“conservatism”  which  prevented 
it  from  seeing  AIDS  as  a  political 
issue  connected  to  lesbian,  gay  and 
women’s  issues.  As  an  example, 
she  mentioned  AAC’s  invitation 
of  Governor  Michael  Dukakis  to  a 
fundraiser,  despite  Dukakis’  role 
in  creation  of  the  state’s  homo- 
phobic  foster  care  policy.  Com¬ 
plaints  about  such  actions  were 
responded  to  with  jokes  about  the 
“radical  dyke.” 

Approximately  two  years 
ago,  Heidi  Hunt  said  she  was  ask¬ 
ed  to  take  a  volunteer  position  as 
coordinator  of  AAC’s  hotline,  a 
position  which  she  accepted.  “I 
walked  in  one  day  and  [a  man]  had 
been  interviewed  and  hired  as  a 
paid  volunteer  coordinator,”  said 
Hunt,  who  was  not  consulted 
about  the  hiring  or  asked  if  she  was 
interested  in  applying.  Hunt  said 
she  believes  she  was  not  consulted 
because  she  is  a  woman. 

Such  a  hiring  could  never 
happen  now,  according  to  Larry 
Kessler,  executive  director  of 
AAC.  Currently  all  available  posi¬ 
tions  are  posted  internally  and  job 
openings  are  publicized  via  a  “mi¬ 
nority  outreach”  plan.  As  for 
Hunt’s  experience  with  the  hotline 
hiring,  Kessler  said,  “I  think  it  was 
handled  fine  in  retrospect.  A  deci¬ 
sion  [about  the  position]  had  to  be 
made  in  a  four-week  period 
because  of  a  contract  with  the 
state.” 

Although  some  “radical  les¬ 
bians”  are  in  “upper  levels  of 
power”  in  AIDS  organizations, 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(6171 

266-20< 


69 


Counseling  6 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON,  MA  022 15 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 

JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 


790  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON,  MA  02199 
(617)353-1500 


health  collectives,  structures  in 
which  activist  women  often  feel 
comfortable,  added  Tackley. 

The  New  England  Women’s 
AIDS  Project? 

“During  the  day  [of  the  con¬ 
ference]  it  became  apparent  to  me 
that  people  wanted  more  informa¬ 
tion  about  women  and  AIDS,” 
said  Dale  Orlando,  director  of  the 
Fenway  Community  Health  Cen- 
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out  notes  from  the  workshops  [of 
the  conference]  and  try  to  call  a 
group  together  in  the  near 
future.” 

People  wanting  more  infor¬ 
mation  about  the  project  or  to 
receive  more  information  about 
the  Women  and  AIDS  Conference 
can  contact  Jennifer  Walters  or 
Martha  Moon  of  the  Health  Cen¬ 
ter  located  at  16  Haviland  Street; 
Boston,  MA  02115. 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 


Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 


Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted 


behavior 

a65oaates 


Boston  Danvers 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 
262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


couples  therapy  &  sex  therapy 

for  lesbians 
and  gay  men 


Carolyn  Stack,  LCSW 
WINGS  Therapy  Collective 
Cambridge,  876-8438 


ItgC 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS,  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 


Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 
Boston,  MA  02109 


Orleans/Bewster 
Office  Park 
E.  Orleans,  MA  02643 
255-2600 

Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-351-318S 


*  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


*  r 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 
617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


The  World  Seems  So  Dangerous 

that  you’re  afraid  to  leave  home.  You  panic  in 
crowds  and  strange  places.  The  anxiety  is  so  bad 
that  you  would  do  anything  to  avoid  it. 

Help  is  available. 


South  End  Counseling 

596  Tremont  Street,  Boston 
437-9643 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 

375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


I 
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THE  FIFTH  ANNUAL 

COMMUNITY  RECOGNITION  DINNER 

for  the 

Lesbian  and  Gay  Community  of  Boston 

honorina 


Am  Tikva  Donald  Babets  and  David  Jean 
Arlington  Street  Church/Dignity  Boston  Supper  Club 
Chiltern  Mountain  Club  Katherine  Triantafillou 

Lesbians  Choosing  Children  Support  Network 
Person  with  AIDS  Committee  (Boston) 

Tom  Wilson  Weinberg  Alex  Rodriguez 


Sunday,  November  2, 1986 

China  Pearl  Restaurant  •  9  Tyler  Street  •  Chinatown 

6:30  Reception  &  7:30  Dinner  Tickets:  $20 

Tickets  for  this  celebration  of  pride  and  achievement  are  available 
through  Alliance  Steering  Committee  members,  Glad  Day 
Bookshop  (542-0144),  New  Words  Bookstore  (876-5310),  or  by 
calling  the  Alliance  at  436-5944  or  232-2108. 

If  you  are  hearing-impaired,  please  contact  the  Alliance  lor  a  sign- 
language  interpreter  by  Sunday  10/27  at  536-5944  or  by  writing 
BUGPA,  P.O.  Box  65,  Back  Bay  Annex,  Boston,  MA  02117 

Sponsored  by 

The  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political  Alliance 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 


John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Plainer,  Barbara  J.  Macy 
Gerry  Azzata 

•Criminal  Defense  •Estate  Planning 

•Real  Estate  Transactions  ‘Business  Representation 

•Domestic  Relations  •Relationship  Agreements 

•Discrimination  ‘Civil  Litigation 

•Probate  of  Estates  ‘General  Practice  of  Law 

•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers  ‘Condominium  Conversion 


529  Newbury  Street 

Boston,  MA  02115 

617-266-0760 

- 


2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94114 
415-626-4224 


Y  ’’ 


,Fenway\ 
Community 
Health  J 
v Center  y 


Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex- 
erierice  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
ealth  care.  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary  health  care  services. 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable 
He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 

16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 

•  Located  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


a 

change 


Red  Sun  Press,  a  worker 
controlled  collective  and  a  union 
shop,  can  meet  your  complete 
printing  needs,  from  layout  to  bindery. 

Call  us  for  an  estimate 
at  524 -6822 
Monday  through  Friday, 
9  am  to  5:30  pm. 


94  GREEN  STREET  JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  02130 
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Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Conqratulations  on  ownmq  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built  But  as  you 
Know  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally  At  our  qaraqe  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires  We  have 
most  ot  the  parts  that  lend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  ot  American  and 
foreign  cars 

Come  in  18am  6pm)  or  call  tor 
advice  and  an  estimate 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
2670300 


ns 


538-7037 


$9.95  DINNER  SPFCIAL 


•  Cup  of  Soup  or  Salad 

•  Entree  Plate 

•  Dessert 

•  Non-Alcoholic  Beverages 


Join  o  new  beginning  of 
womon-identif  ied 
music  with 
LABRYS. 

TURN  AROUND 


Lady  slipper 

or 

$8.98 
LABRYS-7 

P.0.  Box  174 
Tolland,  CT  06084 


Everyone  Gets  Fucked  in  the  End 


Continued from  page  10 

adjusting  and  readjusting  their 
lives,  nothing  ever  gets  better; 
they  are  trapped  by  every  cir¬ 
cumstance:  by  life  itself.  When 
things  become  too  much,  they  lash 
out  at  one  another  —  people  are 
always  being  hit,  especially  Moni¬ 
que  —  or  they  fuck  each  other. 
The  film  is  filled  with  references 
to  fucking:  getting  fucked,  getting 
fucked  up  the  ass  and  fucking 
someone  else.  And  since  none  of 
them  seem  to  enjoy  the  coupling 
very  much,  it’s  pretty  clear  Blier  is 
not  making  a  sex  comedy. 

Still,  much  of  Menage  is  funny 
and  that  is  primarily  due  to  the 
performances.  Gerard  Depardieu 
is  wonderful  as  the  hulking  suitor. 


Muscle-bound  and  massive  in  his 
tight  tiger  skin  briefs,  he  is  at  once 
threatening  and  lovable.  Michel 
Blanc  is  the  mousy  Antoine  trying 
desperately  to  defend  his 
manhood  as  he  also  aches  for  a 
loving  touch  from  Bob.  And 
Miou-Miou,  as  Monique,  creates 
a  very  sympathetic  character  out 
of  what  could  have  been  a  very 
victimized  role.  Although  she 
bears  the  brunt  of  much  of  the 
film’s  hostility,  she  holds  her  own 
with  the  male  characters. 

Watching  Menage  can  be  un¬ 
comfortable.  Blier  is  so  open  end¬ 
ed  in  his  structure  and  his  ideas 
that  it  is  hard  to  pin  him  down.  At 
times  the  film  seems  openly 


homophobic  and  misogynistic; 
other  times  the  characters  are  so 
clearly  battling  an  existential 
situation,  it  is  possible  to  overlook 
the  particulars.  Although  the  film 
is  filled  with  homosexual  acts,  it  is 
by  no  means  a  “gay”  film. 

Blier  is  less  interested  in  sexual 
orientation  than  in  how  people  use 
sex  to  escape  their  lives  or  to  hurt 
other  people.  At  the  film’s  end, 
the  three  of  them  are  out  on  the 
street  —  both  men  in  drag,  Depar¬ 
dieu  looking  just  great  —  hustling 
and  not  making  much  money  at  it. 
In  the  world  according  to  Blier, 
everyone  gets  fucked  in  the  end. 


co'foo*’ ^ork  business guide 


•a#’  *^0 e  're  introducing  a  «teco  and  exciting  adventieincf  oppoxtutu coid 
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6e  an  eaecf,.  inexpeneiue  coacf  to-  put  quid,  accee&dle  adoentieinq-  into-  de 
hande  o£  oven  55.000  Cedian  and  qaq  readme  each  coed. 
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ACCOMMODATIONS 

OASIS  GUEST  HOUSE 
22  Edgerly  Road 
Boston,  MA  02115 
(617)  267-2262 

ACUPUNCTURE 

MICHAEL  W.  HUSSIN,  R.Ac. 
ACUPUNCTURE/MEDICAL  ARTS 
15  Kenwood  St. 

Somerville,  MA  02144 
625-8840 

ALCOHOL/DRUG  TREATMENT 

SPOFFORD  HALL 
Route  9A 

Spofford,  NH  03462 
(603)  363-4545 

AUDITING/TAXES 

LILLIAN  GONZALES 
Certified  Public  Accountant 
1 26  State  Street 
Boston,  MA  02109 
523-1060 


CHIROPRACTORS 

TIMOTHY  KNIGHT 
1122  Massachusetts  Ave. 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
(617)  641-2510 

CINEMA 

TREMONT  ART  1  &  2 
204  Tremont  Street 
Boston,  MA  02111 
482-4662 

CLEANING 

GRIMESOLVERS! 

Residential  and  Commercial 
Cleaning  Service 
501  Shirley  Street 
Winthrop,  MA  02152 
846-5146 

DATING  SERVICES 

BUDDY'S 
New  England  Area 
(603)  880-7625 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 
Brookline,  MA 
731-8934 


INSURANCE 

KUNEVICH  &  LAU 
INSURANCE  AGENCY 
241  Washington  St. 

Brookline,  MA  02146 
731-1015 
ROGERS  &  DINIS 
INSURANCE 
404  Mass  Av. 

Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-3040 

NANCY  GREENWOOD 
40  Hampshire  St. 
Lawrence,MA  01840 
683-7676 
LABWORK 
STATUS/MOVIDEA 
Stats,  Darkroom  Services 
92  South  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 

338-3014 

LAWYERS 

NATIONAL  LAWYERS  GUILD 
Lawyers  Referral  Service 
227-7008 


MEDICAL/COUNSELING 

FENWAY  COMMUNITY 
HEALTH  CENTER 
16  Haviland  Street 
Boston,  MA  02115 
267-7573 

STEPEHEN  J.  GOLDBURGH  ED.D 
Licensed  Psychologist 
1330  Beacon  St.,  Suite  231 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
(617)  734-6996 

MASS  BAY  COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
25  Huntington  Ave. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7832 

DR.  KENNETH  H.  ORTH 
Psychotherapist 
319  Mass  Av 
Arlington,  MA  02174 
643-1112 

PLACE  HOTLINE  AND 
COUNSELING 
32  Rutland  Street 
Boston,  MA 


BOOKSTORES 

GLAD  DAY  BOOKSTORE 
43  Winter  Street 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-0144 

NEW  WORDS 
A  WOMAN'S  BOOKSTORE 
186  Hampshire  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-5310 

THE  REDBOOK  STORE 
Books  of  Political 
Struggle,  South  Africa, 

Central  America,  Gay  & 
Lesbian  lit,  etc. 

92  Green  St.,  J.P. 

(617)  522-1464 
Tues.-Fri.  12-7 
Sat.,  Sun.,  12-5 

CATERING 

AS  YOU  LIKE  IT 
AFFORDABLE  CATERING 
FOR  ALL  OCCASIONS 
321-3475 

CHIROPRACTORS 

DR.  RITA  L.  FIELD 
HARMONY  CHIROPRACTIC 
699  Somerville  Av. 
Somerville,  MA  02143 
628-9547 

DR.  DAVID  MOULTON 
45  Newbury  St. 

Suite  333 

Boston,  MA  02116 
266-8584 

DR.  JONATHAN  STEIN 
375  Harvard  Street 
Brookline,  MA  02146 
232-7200 


DENTISTRY 

DR.  RICHARD  BANKHEAD 
DR.  PAUL  GROIPEN 
1 259  Hyde  Park  Av. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 

364-5500 

JOHN  BARNA  & 

AMY  WETTER 
790  Boylston  Street 
Boston,  MA  02199 
353-1500 

DOG  TRAINING 

FAMILY  DOG  TRAINING  CENTER 
Dog  Behavior  Specialists 
Medford,  MA 
395-9084 

ELECTRICAL  CONTRACTING 

B.B.V.M.  ELECTRICAL 
296-0553 

ELECTROLYSIS 

JUDY  FEINER 

Central  Sq.,  Cambridge 

497-2019 

FLORISTS 

REMEMBRANCES  FLORAL  DESIGN 
12  Mt.  Auburn  St. 

Watertown  Sq.,  MA 
926-4289 

GYMS 

BODYWORKS  GYM  FOR 
WOMEN 
53  River  Street 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
576-1493 

INSURANCE 

DAVID  L.  COLLINS, CLU 
Suite  830 
50  Congress  St. 

Boston,  Ma.  02109 
1-800-352-3185 


M-F  1-5  p.m. 

MASSAGE 

WHOLE  HEALTH  GROUP 
Swedish,  Deep  Tissue,  &  Medical 
45  Newbury  St.  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
(617)  266-8584 
MEDICAL/COUNSELING 
ARADIA  COUNSELING  FOR  WOMEN 
520  Commonwealth  Av. 

Kenmore  Square 
Boston,  MA  02115 
247-4861 

BACK  BAY  COUNSELING 
DENNIS  IADAROLA 
25  Huntington  Av. 

Boston,  MA  02116 
739-7860 

COUNSELING  ASSOCIATES 
23  East  Main  St. 

Westborough,  MA  01581 
366-8576 

DORCHESTER  COUNSELING 
Ron  Woolson,  LICSW 
35  Juliette  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
288-1457 

FOCUS  COUNSELING  & 
CONSULTATION  INC. 

I86Y2  Hampshire  St 
Cambridge,  MA  02139 
876-4488 

GAY  AND  LESBIAN 
COUNSELING  SERVICE 
600  Washington  St. 

Boston,  MA  02111 
Room  219 
542-5188 

FRANCIS  GIAMBRONE, 

MA  Counseling 
1 10  Orchard  St. 

Somerville  Ma.  02144 
628-6988 


267-9150 

TAPESTRY,  Inc. 

20  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA 
661-0248 

ULTIMATE  IDENTITY  COUNSELING 
DR.  SHIRLEY  A.  WHITING,  M.c.s. 

16  Old  Colony  Ave. 

Pembroke,  MA  02359 
293-2267 

WINGS  THERAPY  COLLECTIVE 
6OV2  Sacramento  St. 

Cambridge,  MA  02138 
876-8438 

MOVERS 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO. 

(formerly  Boston  Trucking) 

641-1234 

OPTOMETRY 

RACHELLE  S.  DUBEY,  O.D. 
DOCTOR  OF  OPTOMETRY 
Hours  by  Apointment 
10  Diauto  Drive 
Randolph,  MA 
(617)  963-1333 

PETS 

PEACEABLE  KINGDOM 
Pets,  Supplies,  Grooming 
142  South  St.  * 

J.P.,  MA  02130 
522-5153 

PHOTOGRAPHY 

DAVID'S  PHOTOGRAPHY 
PO  Box  375  McCormack  Sta. 

Boston,  MA  02101 
236-0365 

PIANO  TUNING/REPAIR 

PIANO  TECH 
25  Peterborough  St.  #29 
Boston,  MA  02215 
536-0526 


PLASTERING 

DAVERIK  ASSOCIATES 
FRED  GRIMALDI 
2  Woodworth  St. 

Dorchester,  MA  02122 
282-3961 
PRINTING 
RED  SUN  PRESS 
94  Green  St 

Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
524-6822 

PRINTING  131 
131  Charles  St. 

Boston,  MA  02114 
723-5130 

REAL  ESTATE 

BOSTON  BAY  REALTY 
668  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
262-7386 

CENTURY  21 /PARK  REALTY 
DAVID  VIEIRA 
63  Fairmount  Ave. 

Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
364-3400/800-323-2380 

INNOVATIVE  MOVES  REAL  ESTATE 
Full  Service  Brokerage 
Trisha  Sloio.BarryWing 
9  Warren  Square 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA  02130 
(617)  522-2896/  524-6074 

VICTORIAN  BOSTON  PROPERTIES 
Real  Estate  Brokerage  &  Investments 
577  Tremont  St. 

Boston,  MA  02118 
536-8700 

ROLFING 

LISA  TACKLEY 
Certified  Rolfer 
45  Newbury  St.,  #333 
Boston,  MA  02116 
782-1952/266-8584 

ROOFING 

GREAT  ROOFS 
P.O.  Box  M,  Astor  Station 
Boston,  MA  02123 
282-7078 

TAXES  &  FINANCIAL 
PLANNING 

MARJORIE  E.  POSNER 
Cert.  Financial  Planner 
33  Ashcroft  St. 

Jamaica  PL,  MA  02130 
524-7565 

TRAVEL 

FOREX  TRAVEL 
76  Arlington  St. 

Boston  Park  Plaza 
482-2900 

ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
370  Mystic  Ave. 

Somerville,  MA  02145 
776-4340 
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DEAR  ADVERTISER 

If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for 
you,  why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not 
a  required  formula;  GWM,  GWF 
are  not  necessary.  GM  or  GF  or  LF 
would  do  as  well.  _ (C) 

PERSONALS  


Health-minded,  spirited,  sense  of 
humor,  attractive  LF,  23  seeks  similar 
LF  or  intelligence  and  integrity  for  quiet 
and  interesting  times.  I  have  varied  but 
refined  tastes.  If  your  lifestyle  coin¬ 
cides  with  a  purity  of  spirit  and  not  with 
the  gay  scene,  then  reply  Box  149.  (16) 

SHE— RA  WOMON  OF  POWER 
My  biscuits  are  burning! 

My  buns  are  on  fire. 

Leave  that  man. 

You’re  my  true  hearts  desire. 

My  home  is  with  you. 

Score  to  date  is  10-1-2. 


Womon  with  a  thousand  arrows  in  her 
heart. _ (15) 

MAD  DOG 

You’re  the  only  Dog  I  desire 

No  Dogie  could  beat  your  fire 

You  put  me  in  heat 

Your  love  can't  be  beat 

You’re  the  pick  of  the  litter 

Let's  make  love  not  be  bitter 

RED _ (15) 

HELP!  BEFORE  I  GO  STRAIGHT 
Good-looking  GWF-5’8”-210,  disillu¬ 
sioned  w/lesbians.  Are  there  actually 
any  GWf’s  who  are  really  decent, 
sincere,  serious  and  who  are  not  acts? 
Pis.  write  P.O.  Box  74,  Revere,  MA 
02151. _ (15) 

INDEXER  NEEDED 

Our  "title  index”  (list  of  story  titles)  is 
falling  behind.  If  you’d  like  to  come  by 
and  help  update  it,  call  Mike  at  GCN, 
426-4469.  It’s  fun!  (looking  at  back 
issues). _ (14) 

I  LOVE  YOU,  SARA  K. 

Like  the  blush  on  a  rose,  like  the  dew  on 
a  leaf  in  the  morning,  like  a  hushbet- 
ween  breaths,  my  love  is  renewedeach 
time  I  think  of  you! _ (15) 

VERBAL  &  PHYSICAL 
HARASSMENT 

Have  you  heard?  I’m  surveying  people 
who’ve  been  singled  out  for  harass¬ 
ment  because  someone  thought  they 
were  gay.  I've  heard  from  90  people  but 
know  there  are  many  more  &  I’d  like 
data  as  representative  of  the  communi¬ 
ty  as  possible.  So  if  you've  been  vic¬ 
timized  6/85-  present,  please  call/write 
for  confidential  survey.  No  one  will  ever 
be  identified  in  reports;  info  will  be 
shared  with  gay  community  &  organiza¬ 
tions  such  as  Fenway  Com  Health. 
Debbie,  776-5708  or  PO  Box  236,  Somer- 
ville,  02146. _ (15) 

GEORGE  FULGINITI— SHAKAR 
I  was  so  happy  to  see  you  in  GCN. 
Sounds  like  you’re  still  making 
beautiful  music.  Best  wishes  in  D.C. 
Love,  Diane  Curley, PHS  class  of’65.  (15) 
ATTENTION:  SILLIES  &  DOGGIE 
LOVERS:  PLEASE  READ  NOW 
GWJF  mid  30’s  I  am  the  one  who  you’ve 
searched  the  Globe  for  but  I’m  here  in 
GCN.  I’m  the  one  you've  been  saving 
for;  well-educ,  soft,  warm,  loving  seeks 
high-spirtd,  alive  encounter  of  the  best 
kind.  Must  have  quick  wit,  attr  &  a  great 
smile  &  sparkling  eyes  not  overwt.  No 
chems  or  smoke.  Box  145. _ (15) 

SPECIAL  FRIEND 

GF  early  40’s  wants  friend  for  friend¬ 
ship  &  good  times.  Discrete,  no  drugs, 
mature,  no  ties,  North  Shore  area  or 
willing  to  travel.  Box  138. _  (15) 

STRAIGHT  ACTING  ! 

J  Gay  male  needed  for  short  term  * 

•  marriage  services.  Rewarded,  J 
J  photo,  phone,  letter.  Box  148.  * 

5  (16)  | 

PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL,  PLEASE 
Box  numbers  74,  78,  79,  94,  •  the  world 
awaits  your  reply! _ (C) 

WHY  HAVEN’T  YOU  BEEN  MEETING 

THE  RIGHT  PEOPLE? 

Because  you  haven’t  called  Buddies! 
Buddies-the  personalized  Introduction 
services  with  the  largest  gay  clientelle 
in  N.E!  Call  (603)  880-7625. _ (15) 

SINGLE,  FEMALE  AND  GAY? 
Looking  for  a  permanent  relationship,  a 
deeply  satisfying  friendship  or  a  com¬ 
panion  who  shares  your  interests  and 
attitudes?  Woman  to  Woman  is  lor 
you!  The  professional  introduction  ser¬ 
vice  for  lesbians  in  New  England  area, 
call  (603)  882-6670. _ (15) 


Psychotherapy  & 
Hypnosis 


•  Stress  •  A"*'«ty 

•  Depression  * 

•  Moritd  Conflict  •  Confide*# 

Martin  Grossack. 
PH.D 

INSTI  MJTFfor 
Rational  l.i«ing, 
Brookline 
Blue  Shield  Accepted 


Call  734-06^  ^ 


ANNOUNCEMENTS 

WE  CANT  AFFORD 
OUR  DREAM  HOUSE 

So  we  want  to  do  the  next  best  thing: 
buy  a  2-  or  3-  family  house  (pref.  in  JP) 
with  other  congenial  people  (we’re  a 
lesbian  couple).  Potenial  co-buyers 
please  call  868-0505  daytimes.  (16) 
UC  BERKELEY  LESBIAN/GAY 
ALUMNI  NOW  ORGANIZING 
First  meeting/reception  on  November 
21, 1986.  Come  socialize  and  show  sup¬ 
port  for  lesbian/gay  issues  and  educa¬ 
tion  on  campus.  Contact  MLGS: 
Multicultural  lesbian/gay  studies.  415 
Eshleman  Hall,  UC  Berkeley,  CA  94720. 
For  more  information  (415)  642-6942. 
Sponsored  by  ASUC. _ (17) 

SEPARATIST  CONNECTION! 

A  gathering  of  separatists  at  Michigan 
'86  now  starting/expanding  separatist 
newsletter.  Info  and  vol  1:1  available. 
Contributions  and  interest  needed. 
Write  to:  Box  134. _ (15) 

JEWISH  LESBIAN  DAUGHTERS 
OF  HOLOCAUST  SURVIVORS 
The  third  meeting  of  the  Jewish  Les¬ 
bian  Daughters  of  Holocaust  Survivors 
group  is  planned  for  November  14,  ’86. 
We  welcome  contact  from  other 
JLDHS.  For  information,  write  Box 
6194,  Boston,  MA  02114  or  call  (617) 
321-4254.  (15) 

ON  LINE  AND  ACCESSIBLE! 

GAY  COMMUNITY  NEWS  has  our 
TTY/TDD  installed  and  ready  for  use! 
We  are  now  accessible  to  the  deaf  and 
hearing  impaired  community.  Our 
TTY/TDD  number  is  (617)  426-0332. 
Typical  GCN  hours  are  10-6  pm,  M-F. 
Spread  the  word! _ (C) 

PUBLICATIONS 

BLACK/OUT 

The  new  quarterly  magazine  from  the 
National  coalition  of  Black  Lesbians 
and  Gays,  features  news,  views, 
reviews,  poetry,  short  fiction  and  an¬ 
nouncements  of  interest  to  the  national 
Black  Lesbian  and  Gay  community. 
Sample  copy,  $4,  1  yr.  subscription,  (4 
issues)  $10.  To:  Black/Out:,  NCBLG,  930 
F  Street,  NW  no  514,  Wash.,  DC  20004. 
Black/Out:  Because  silence  is  costly.Q 


OUTRAGEOUS  WOMEN 

National  journal  of  woman-to-woman 
S/M.  Diverse  feminist  quarterly  of  S/M 
fact,  fiction  and  photos.  $11/yr.  Single 
issues  $3.  Must  state  you  are  over  18. 
SASE  for  info.  PO  Box  23,  Somerville 
M  A  02143. _ (ex) 

WOMAN  OF  POWER:  A  Magazine  of 
Feminism,  Spirituality,  and  Politics," 
an  inspiring  international  quarterly 
publication.  Subscriptions  $22  for  4 
issues;  singles  issues  $6  plus  $1 
postage.  P.O.  Box  827,  Cambridge,  MA 
02238,  telephone  (61 7)  625-7885.  (ex) 
ON  OUR  BACKS,  the  sexual  entertain¬ 
ment  magazine  for  lesbians,  is  48 
pages  of  erotic  fiction,  features,  plus 
timely  sexual  advice  and  news  colums. 
We  are  quarterly,  national,  unique  and 
provacative.  $15/yr  sub  or  $5  current 
issue  to:  On  Our  Backs,  PO  Box  421916, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94142. _ (ex) 


iiimiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiimiii 


Check  out  GCN 

lllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllllll 


HELP  WANTED 

ASSOCIATE 
EXECUTIVE  DIRECTOR 

With  experience  in  supervision  and 
knowledge  of  broad  spectrum  of 
womens  programs  and  services.  Skills 
needed  in  Team  building,  Program 
design  and  budget  preparation.  Must 
be  committed  to  feminist  ideals. 
Graduate  degree  preferred.  Reply  with 
resume  and  salary  expectations  to:  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Director,  YWCA,  72  Concord 
Street,  Manchester,  NH  03101  by 
November  17, 1986. _ (15) 

ATTENDANT  CARE  for  disabled 
feminist  art  therapist  2-3  day  shift  per 
week.  $140  clear  for  48  hr  shift. 
Weekend  shift:  Fri  8:30am-Mon  8:30am 
$210  clear.  Work  every  weekend  or 
every  other.  Must  have  drivers  license, 
be  able  to  lift  110  lbs,  be  a  light  sleeper, 
responsible  &  able  to  follow  directions. 
Non-smoker  preferred.  Will  train.  I 
prefer  to  hire  feminists.  I  need  wimmin 
who  will  be  my  body  &  help  me  do  my 
art,  accompany  me  on  speaking 
engagements,  write  for  me,  help  me 
draw  with  my  mouth,  feed  me,  bathe 
dress  and  toilet  me  &  swat  flies  all 
under  my  directions.  If  you’re  in¬ 
terested  in  learning  new  skils,  please 
call  Connie  Panzarino  at  524-0921 .  (9) 

COORDINATOR  OF  DOMESTIC 
VIOLENCE  SERVICES 

The  NYC  Gay  &  Lesbian  Anti-Violence 
Project  is  seeking  person  with  ex¬ 
perience  with  domestic  violence  work 
to  develop  safe  homes  network.  For  les¬ 
bians  &  gay  men.  Train  &  supervise 
volunteer  peer  counselors.  AVP,  80 
Eighth  Ave.,  Suite  1107,  NY,  NY  10011. 
(15) _ 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon,  584  Castro,  no.  263G,  SF.  CA 
94114. _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian,  Dept 
GCN,  33W  17th  St.  NY,  NY,  10011.  (ex) 

off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN, 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _  (ex) 


HELP  WANTED _ 

WORK  AT  SOJOURNER! 

Sojourner,  Boston’s  feminist  paper 
needs  f/t  ad  sales  coordinator  ASAP. 
13,000-16,000,  paid  vac,  health  in¬ 
surance.  Please  send  letter/resume  to: 
Sojourner  Search,  143  Albany  St.,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02139. _  (15) 

NEW  AGE  PIANO  ACCOMPANIST 
Singer  needs  you  for  semi-class, 
original  men’s  music  program.  Songs 
depict  nature,  men  loving  men,  etc. 
Richard  Strange,  31  Kinniard  St.,  Cam¬ 
bridge,  MA  02139,  617/876-6846  eves 

’(15) _ 

HELP  WANTED 

Needed  immediately  by  busy  f.  Atty. 
Bright  paralegal  or  3rd  yr.  law  student 
or  recent  or  admlttee.  All  phases  of  civil 
practice,  including  court.  Need  at  least 
20  hours.  Good  working  space  and 
equipment.  Salary  negotiable.  Directly 
on  Orange  line  in  Malden.  Possible 
association/percentage  for  atty.  Call 
Amy  at  389-0874.  Mention  GCN.  (15) 


INVESTIGATOR 


HELP  WANTED 

PT  NEWSLETTER  ED 

Resist,  a  foundation  for  radical  left  sks 
ed  for  8pg  NL.  Resp:  ed,  soliciting, 
wring,  proofrdng,  1.0.,  paste-up,  var. 
adm.  tsks,  att  staff  &  bd  mtgs.  Reg: 
strng  ed  &  wtng  skis  brd  knldg  of 
rad/prog  issues/mvts.  comm  to  anti¬ 
racist,  fern.,  anti-mil  pols.  Min.  1  yr 
comm.  Sal:  $7.50/hr  for  lOhrs/wk  flex, 
sched.  Send  cover  ler,  res.,  wrntg  samp 
to  Resist,  1  Summer  St.,  Som.,  MA 
02143  bv  Nov  3.  _ 

3000  GOVERNMENT  JOBS  LIST 

$16,040  -  $59,230/yr.  Now  hiring. 

Call  1-805-687-6000,  Ext.R-1437.  (16) 

AMBITIOUS  YOUNG  LAWYER 
Wanted  by  two  attys  in  established 
general  practice  to  exchange  half-time 
work  for  all  office  expenses.  Will  train. 
Develop  your  own  practice  during  rest 
of  week  —  we  will  assist  you.  Future 
growth  potential.  Friendly  mod.  office 
downtown  Bos.  Mr  Weindeman. 
338-6969  days.  _ (16) 


Investigator  needed  on  a  contractual  basis  to  investigate 
discrimination  complaints.  BA  or  BS  or  equivalent  experience. 
Excellent  oral  or  written  communication  skills.  $20, 000/year 
salary  annualized.  No  benefits  or  tax  deductions.  Some  local 
travel  and  evening  work.  Bilingual  preferred.  Deadline; 
10/31/86.  Contact  Carol  Lee,  Boston  Human  Rights  Com¬ 
mission,  City  Hall  Plaza,  Room  716,  Boston,  MA  02201. 

725-3562.  The  City  of  Boston  is  an  Equal  Opportunity 
W  Employer. 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


ALL  FARES  ROUND  TRIP 

RsyR# 

London 

$368 

Albuquerque 

$198 

Brussels 

$388 

Mexico  City 

368 

Cancun 

$349 

Rio 

$499 

February  14-21,  1987 

San  Juan 

$199 

San  Deigo 

$198 

March  21-28,  1987 

Miami 

$158 

Washington 

$78 

Meet  750  New  Faces 

San  Francisco 

$178 

Key  West 

$268 

Tokyo 

$759 

Orlando 

$158 

in  1987! 

Hong  Kong 

$849 

Montreal 

$102 

From  $795.00 

Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon 

CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM  No  phone  ads  accepted. 

NAME _ 

STREET _ APT _ 

CITY _ STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  ( _ ) _ 


I 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can't  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

G  Bold  Headlines: 

Business 

X 

2.00 

Hlone? 

1 

■  1st  4  Lines 

Non-Business 

Business 

X 

1.00 

7.00 

Rre  you  alone  by  choice  or 
lack  of  choices?  ComQuest 

or  part  thereof: 

1 

Non-Business 

5.00 

has  prouided  thousands  of  gay 
men  with  a  safe,  effectiue 

.  Additional  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 

| 

Business  _ 

_ X 

.75 

may  of  meeting  compatible 

Non-Business  _ 

_ X 

.50 

friends  and  partners. 

1 

TOTAL 

—  No  fees  exceed  *30  — 

For  a  free  information  packet 
call  .  .  . 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  =  _ 

Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  =  _ 


SUBTOTAL 

= 

DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 

consecutive  weeks 

10%  = 

for  21-30  consec.  wks. 

15%  = 

for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

20%  = 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

= 

800-633-6969 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  paymer.t  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St., 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  =  _ 

Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  =  - 

Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  =  _ 

TOTAL  =  _  I 

—  — fl 
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TRY  GCN’s 
“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
All  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  ROOMMATE-PORTSMOUTH  NH 

LF  &  2  cats  sk  LF  28  +  for  Portsmouth 
NH  home.  No  smoke,  hvy  drug,  ale, 
meat.  Lg  room,  yard,  walk  to  dwntwn. 
$275+  heat  incl.  Avail  Nov.  (603) 
436-2892. _ (16) 

JAMAICA  PLAIN 

LF  professional,  late  20's  &  friendly 
pooch  seek  L  to  share  lovely  JP  house. 
Yard,  d/w,  w/d,  prkng,  nr  T.  Must  be 
clean  &  resp.  No  smokers  or  cats. 
$400+  low  utils.Call  542-0413  eves.  (16) 

IN  THE  COUNTRY 

Bi-F  offering  free  room  to  same.  Fur¬ 
nished  besutiful  apt  near  Cinti.  Willing 
to  share  my  good  fortune  &  best  of  both 
worlds,  just  move  in.  Write:  4310 
Batavia  Meadow  Dr,  no.  7,  Batavia, 
Ohio  45103. _ (16) 

LEXINGTON 

F  wanted  for  3Bedrm  house,  lg  room, 
frpl,  yd,  no  pets  or  smk.  $340  +  .  Avail. 
Dec.  1,861-7234  after  3:30. _ (16) 

Newton:  Seek  LF  or  F  college  grad,  to 
join  unpretensious  hsehld  of  3  in  safe 
residential  area  near  T.  No  drugs,  hvy. 
ale.  $320mo.  332-8690. _ (15) 

MISSION  HILL1  prof  M  seeks  1  prof  M 
or  F  to  share  3  bedroom  apt  in  2  family 
house.  Quiet  neighborhood,  garage 
space  incl.  $375  mo  avail  Nov  1.  Call 
John  277-1915  eves,  keep  trying.  (16) 

Som  2  LFs  sk  3rd  for  3  bdrm  apt  nr  T.  No 
smoke  $275  +  .  Avail  immed.  Leave 
message,  666-3872 _ (15) 

2LF  seek  ILF  to  share  JP  home.  Near 
Arbor  &  T.  Must  be  responsible  &  neat. 
No  smoking,  pets.  Avail.  Nov.  1st. 
$250  +  .  Call  Sue  or  Donna  at  524-5915. 
_ (15) 

APPLETON  ST.— NOV.  1ST 
GWM  seeks  same  to  share  new  2  bed 
apt.  Nov.  1,  free  laundry,  furnished, 
smoke  OK,  great  location  —  only 
$31 5/mo  including  heat.  536-2652.  (15) 

GM  seeks  GM  or  LF  to  share  large  6rm 
newly  renovated  apt.  Brigham 
Circle/Longwood  med.  area.  W/D,  off-st 
pkng,  great  nghd,  near  T.  $450.  Call 
Peter  (days)  442-9670. _ (15) 

PLYMOUTH  TO  SHARE 
Responsible  women  LF  or  L  or  F  to 
share  lovely  and  peaceful  home  in 
PI;ymouth-a  nice  getaway  from  the  city 
in  a  positive  atmosphere.  Call  and 
leave  message.  224-4409.  $350.  (15) 

LF  &  2  cats  Iking  for  feminist  woman  to 
share  sunny,  spacious  W.  Somerville 
apt.  $275  + .  No  smokers,  no  more  pets. 
Eileen  628-6133. _ (15) 

Medford:  2LF  sk  3rd  25 +  ,  veg,  share 
food  some  meals,  no  smoke,  have  cat, 
dog  visits,  2  firs  of  Les  owned  hse/quiet 
st,  w/d,  pkg.  $300 +  .395-9021.  (15) 

LF  seeks  LF  to  share  2  Bedroom  apt 
between  Inman  and  Harvard  SQ.  Park¬ 
ing,  laundry.  No  more  cats.  Quiet, 
spacious-  minimal  drugs,  alcohol.  $350 
+  cheap  heat.  Sylvia,  492-5121.  Avail. 
now.  Must  be  a  feminist. _ (15) 

NEW! 

LESBIAN  &  GAY  NORTH  OF  BOSTON 
ROOMMATE  EXCHANGE 

Looking  for  a  roomate  or  tenant  on  the 
North  Shore?  Let  us  help  you  make  the 
right  choice!  Confidential/reasonable 
fees/convenient  Salem  location. Call  to- 
day!  1-617-741-2557.  (15,17,19,21) 

HOUSING  WANTED 

L  29,  mature  seeks  same  to  share  apt  & 
expenses.  Enjoy  music,  sports,  working 
out.  Need  for  Dec.  1.  Call  Mary 
782-5877.  (16) 

GCN  BEING  EVICTED 
(POSSIBLY  SOON) 

It  appears  that  our  building  has  been 
sold  and  the  new  owners  may  want  to 
tear  it  down  very  soon,  possibly  within 
a  month  or  two!  Please  help  us  search 
the  area  for  possible  spaces  available 
immediately.  Spaces  should  have  2000 
sq.  ft.  or  so  of  floor  space,  be 
reasonably  near  public  transportation 
and  not  cost  more  than  $1000  per 
month. 

Please  contact  the  GCN  MOVE  folks  at 
426-4469. _ (C) 


SERVICES 


RESUMES  THAT  WORK 

$35 

Includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


MOVERS _ 

POOR  PEOPLES  MOVERS 

Licensed  and  Insured 
MDPU  24184 
522-0826 

_ 0 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialists. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overtime  charges,  354-2184 
MPDU  Number  23733 
_ 0) 

APPLETON  MOVING  CO.,  INC. 
(formerly,  Boston  Trucking  Co.) 
Liscenced  and  Insured  MA  DPU#25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  careful  movers  641-1234 

_ (!> 

JULIAN  WRIGHT  MOVING  COMPANY 

Exp,  Rel,  Lie,  &  Ins 
MPDU#24430 
Tel  661-2958 

, _ (15,3) 

ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  &  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move-Home  &  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037  or  322-7373  Pat 
_ (VI  4.26) 

THE  MARAKESH  EXPRESS 
**16  years  of  quality  service** 
Licensed  &  Insured  MDPU  21412 
Visa  and  Mastercharge  accepted 
New  and  inexpensive  used  cartons 
•‘Call  661-0550  Anytime** 
_ (V14.32) 


From  $18  /  hr. 

•  MAXI-VANS 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 


236-1848 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B 

Support  organization  for  leabians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Camb.  OCBC.  Raps  every 
Tues,  Thurs  at  8:pm.  Special  raps  for 
35 +  ,  parents,  ynger  women,  baby 
boomers,  singles,  coming  out,  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  paticipate. _ (VI 3.35) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 
Multiracial  group  for  all  people  .  Call 
[415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT,  suite 
140,  580  Castro  St.  SF,  CA,  94114. 
_ (V14.15) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go  to? 
Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 

Call  Tony,  497-8282 
_  (VI  3.32)) 

PROJECT  TRUTH/FREE  WILL 
Info  packet  on  police  abuse  of  gay 
teens,  and  ways  it  can  be  stopped.  1  yr 
membership  $20.  Info  $2  (for  postage  & 
printing)  to:  Project  TRUTH/Free  Will, 
PO  Box  244,  Paramus,  NJ  07653-0244. 
_ ((14.9) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  potluck 
dinners,  discussions,  folk  dancing,  etc. 
For  events,  check  GCN  calendar.  Call 
(617)  782-8894  or  write  PO  Box  11,  Cam- 
bridge,  MA  02238. _ (VI 4.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA-GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  ST.  NO  8418,  S.F.  CA  94102  or  PO 
Box  174,  New  York,  New  York  10018. 
_ (VI  4.23) 

CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri.  at  7:30  pm. 
For  more  info,  call  Gay  Info-line  of  N.H. 
at  (603)  753-9533. _ (V14.18) 

APARTMENTS _ 

BRIGHTON  CENTER  APT 

Large  3  rm  apt,  1  bdrm  1  st  floor  $490  mo 
no  utilities.  On  St.  parking  nr  everything 
&  on  the  T.  Ready  Nov  1st.  1st  no  & 
security.  Call  Jerry  782-2753. _ (15) 

5  ROOMS,  CAMBRIDGE 
Sunny  3rd  floor  In  excellent  condit  ion. 
Pleasant  area  neat  Fresh  Pond.  Yard 
and  porch,  plus  ’/»  garage.  Avail  12/1. 
$800  +  .  876-2653. _ (16) 

GOVERNMENT  HOMES  from  $1.  (U 
repair).  Delinquent  tax  property. 
Repossessions.  Call  1-805-687-6000 
Ext.  H-1437  for  current  repo  list.  (16) 


r 

I  Black  lesbian  &  gay  prisoners!  I 
A  new  publication  called 
BLACK/OUT  is  looking  (hard 
&  SOON!)  for  your  artwork  and 
your  letters/articles  etc.  Let 
them  hear  from  you  and  see  your 
work.  They  are  not  able  to 
answer  the  letters  they  get,  so 
don't  expect  responses;  but  they 
very  much  want  to  hear  from 
you  and  see  your  work.  Send  to: 
Joseph  Beam,  c/o  Black/Out, 
PO  Box  2314,  Philadelphia  PA| 
1 19103. _ 

FREE  to  prisoners  (while  they  last)! 

I  Copies  of  BLACK/OUT,  the  new  publication  of  I 
|  the  National  Coalition  ot  Black  Lesbians  &l 
|  Gays,  with  essays,  drawings,  poems,  and  I 
I  some  penpal  ads  (on  a  space  available  basis).  | 
Write  them  at  NCBLG,  930  F  St.NW, 
Washington  DC  20004. 


Prisoners 
Seeking 

_ ImiiiiHfniiiiiiiimllilfmHmitmwR 

TO  ALL  THOSE  WHO  IN  ANO  OUT  OF 
>BISON  FIGHT  AGAINST  THEIR  BONDAGE 
|Ale»an4ei  BerVman,  Prison  Memoirs  of  an 

imniimniiHiiiHmwtiiuuiiii 

TEXAS  LEGAL  EAGLE  in  need  of  sup¬ 
port  and  friendship.  [HDH  has  the 
GCN  Pris  Pro)  'seal  of  approval’] 
Please  write  Herbert  Darrell  HAY, 
263672,  Box  128  Beto  1  (R-310),  Ten- 
nessee  Colony  TX  75861 _ 

Gay,  20,  slim,  lonely,  looking  for  a 
penfriend.  Russell  DECKER,  21105, 
Box  7000,  Carson  City  NV  89702 
Gay  prisoner,  nice  looking,  99  years 
to  do.  To  be  independent  I'm  seeking 
donations  of  stained  glass  tools  and 
glass  from  sincere  persons  or  a  club. 
Want  a  sincere  friendship  as  well.  I 
need  that  outside  touch  to  maintain 
hope  of  freedom.  [GCN  has  a 
fabulous  etching  done  by  Al  of  the 
'Phoenix  rising  from  the  ashes’  from 
after  the  1982  fire]  Al  WALL,  914241, 
Rt  1,  Box  5481,  Lexington  OK  73051 
My  hobbies  include  bicycles,  reading, 
writing  and  bodybuilding.  I  have  a  BA 
in  abnormal  psych  and  am  in  need  of 
a  friend,  here  in  this  very  dark,  lonely) 
and  troublesome  time  in  my  life. 
Joseph  PAUL,  427827,  Rt  4  Box  1200, 
Rosharon  TX  77583. _ 

I  am  a  passive  homosexual  who 
desires  to  please  my  man.  I’m  very 
clean  and  pride  myself  on  staying  in 
|  good  shape.  I’m  40  but  look  25.  Ruby 
Dee  SCOTT,  166-399,  Box  45699, 

I  Lucasville  OH  45699 


DICTIONARIES!! 

I  The  Books  for  Prisoners  Project  I 
]  has  been  sitting  pretty  with  a  BOX  I 
I  of  dictionaries  from  Lesbian 
iHerstory  Archives  but  now  they’re 
I  all  given  out  and  we  need  MORE! 

I  If  you  or  your  group  would  like  to 
I  donate  an  old  dictionary  or  2,  or 
I  some  money  to  buy  used  or  cheap 
I  ones,  PLEASE  DO!!!  (Thanks!) 


SERVICES 

RECOVERY  FROM  ADDICTIONS 

Coping  with  life  after  we  no  longer  I 
abuse  alcohol,  drugs,  food,  etc.,  is  a 
painful  growth  process.  Therapy  for  ad¬ 
dicts  or  their  loved  ones.  Ms.  Berni  I 
Zisserson,  LICSW,  876-6995.  Insurance 
accepted. _ (V14.16)  | 

MAILING  LIST  HEADACHES? 

Computerize  it!  Fast,  accurate,  con- 1 
fidential  service.  Alpha,  zip  odering.l 
labels,  Delivery,  more!  Reasonable] 
prices.  Box  1092,  Cambridge,  MA| 
02238.  (19)  I 


PERSONAL  HEALTH 

•General  Medical  Care 
•Sports  Medicine 

•Diagnosis  &  Treatment  of  Disease 
Private  Medical  Office 
Confidential 

ROBERT  TAYLOR,  MD 
17 55  Beacon  Street,  Brookline  232- 1459 
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Deborah  Cecils  Schwartz 

Piano  Tuner  and  Tecnician 

p  Jamaica  Plain 
2jS  and  Greater  Boston  Area 
f  (617)  522-5490 

&  si«*3a®c  mm  mmmmmmxi 

RESORTS 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Woman-only  space  in  Vermont.  Cozy  I 
mt.  Inn.  Wood  fires,  delicious  veg.  [ 
meals.  Horseback  riding.  X-country  ski 
from  our  door.  Thanksgiving  and  I 
solstice  celebrations.  (802)  533-7772. 
RFD  Box  2260,  E.  Hardwick,  VT  05836. 
_ (17)| 

“KEY  WEST  SPLENDOR” 
SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 
“Tropicaly  perfect  -  Perfectly  tropical"  I 
(The  Gay  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free  ' 
brochure:  Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key  I 
West,  FI  33040.  (305)296-3432.  Helen- 1 
Hostess. _ (14.17) 

CHECK’ER  OUT 
AT  THE  CHECKER  INN 
Double  rooms,  coffee  by  fireside,  pkg,  I 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay,  open  ] 
year  'round.  487-9029,  25  Winthrop  St. 
P’town,  MA  02657. _ (yr)  | 

SWEET  CAROLINE 
A  new  women’s  guest  house  right  I 
around  the  corner  from  Duval.  529 1 
Caroline  St,  Key  West,  FL,  33040. 
Patricia  T.  Major  MD,  owner.  Cheryl  D.  | 
Wood,  manager.  305-296-5173  for  reser¬ 
vations^ _ (15)  I 

SPEND  HALLOWEEN  WK  IN  P— TOWN 

Furn.  condo  on  Bradfd  St.,  sleeps  4,  | 
kitch,  tennis.  10/25-1 1/1  .$300  (negot.) 
Call  Anne  524-7774.  J15)  | 


I  write  short  stories  and  do  like  mak¬ 
ing  (and  writing!)  friends  (including 
other  prisoners).  I  have  many  in¬ 
terests  and  am  a  very  caring  person 
and  promise  a  quick  reply.  Thanks  I 
'  much  for  the  gay  reading  material  you 
sent!  James  R.  CONE,  277249,  Cedar 
Hall  B-8,  PO  Box  900,  Shelton  WA  | 

I  98584. _ 

TV  would  like  to  hear  from  fellow  TVs 
and  real  TSs  as  well  as  bi-females. 
Not  looking  for  anything  but  friend¬ 
ship.  Very  open-minded  and  trying  to  I 
find  myself  in  a  place  that  makes  it 
almost  impossible.  Richard 
MANSELL,  387210,  Ellis  2,  Huntsville  j 
TX  77340. _ 

Bi-male  would  like  to  correspond  with  I 
sincere  gay  and  bi  males  and  females 
from  the  West  coast.  I  need  you  to 
share  your  warm  thoughts  and  body 
to  keep  me  warm  in  the  winter.  Martin 
BROWN,  167-951,  Box  45699,  | 
Lucasville  OH  45699. _ 

34  yr  old  gay  man  looking  for  an  I 
understanding  person  to  write.  Age,] 
race  and  good  looks  are  not  impor-| 
tant.  I  have  many  interests  and  would  | 
like  to  talk.  Kenneth  STERBINS, 
117876,  Box  779,  Marquette  Ml  49855. 1 


I’m  interested  in  writing  someone 
from  the  free  world.  My  interests  are 
writing,  reading,  music  and  getting  to 
know  you!  My  sun  sign  is  Virgo.  Tami 
HERNANDEZ,  904833,  Box  17,  Gig 
Harbor,  WA  98335. 


Persons  In  Prison  Exchange  (PIPE) 

I  We  are  forming  a  non-profit  organiza¬ 
tion  to  organize  ‘Prisonwatch’  groups 
across  the  country.  They  will  focus 
on:  Local  support  for  family  and 
friends  of  people  in  prison  (including 
letters  &  visits);  Research  on  laws 
and  admin,  procedures  governing 
prisons  in  that  Prisonwatch  group’s 
state;  setting  up  alternative  programs 
to  imprisonment;  active  lobbying  for 
repeal  of  the  words  in  the  13th 
amendment  that  allow  slave  labor  in 
I  prisons;  focus  on  media  inattention 
[  to  prisons.  If  interested  please  write 
PIPE,  Box  1668,  Asheville  NC  28802 


GWM,  33,  would  love  to  hear  fro®  GM.  TV, 
TS,  Bi;  in  jail  awaiting  trial;  not  much  body 
hair,  7"  of  hot  throbbing  blood  filled  flesh;  I'm 
cut  and  very  clean;  love  to  give  and  get  head 
and  love  to  butt  fuck;  no  head  games  please. 
Send  SASE  for  fast  reply.  Tommy  BLANKEN¬ 
SHIP.  Wayne  Cty  Jail,  201  W.  North  St., 
Wooster  OH  44691 . _ 

Please  send  me  some  flesh  books  and  I 
something  about  the  12  signs  of  the  Zodiac 
and  what  kind  ot  sexy  men  go  for  a  man  with  ' 
the  Zodiac  sign  of  Capricorn.  A  very  lonely,] 
male  who  wants  someone  to  love  and  for  so¬ 
meone  to  love  him.  Kim  M.  MARK,  206094, : 
Box  316.  Ft  Madison  IA  52627 


ATTTENTION  WOMEN!! 

|  The  new  Southeastern  Michigan  I 
|  Women  Rising  in  Resistance  is  plan- 
I  ning  an  ACTION  in  Oct.at  the 
|  Huron  Valley  Women’s  facility  to 
|  demand  that  battered  women  in- 
|  carcerated  for  killing  their  batterers 
|  be  immediately  released.  If  you  have 
|  any  info  on  such  women  please  send 
to  WOMEN  RISING  IN 
RESISTANCE,  1229  So.  State,  Ann  | 
Arbor  MI  48104. 


I’m  doing  legal  research  on  a  DEATH] 

PENALTY  appeal.  I  need  men  and  I 
women  who  are  presently  on  ‘Deathl 
Rows'  or  who  have  won  appeals  and! 
had  their  sentences  changed  to  ‘lifel 
in  prison’  to  contact  me.  URGENT!! 
Please  write:  M.J.  ASHFORD,  1479| 
Collins  Ave,  Marysville  OH  43040 


I  Mike  is  interested  in  putting  together 
an  article  on  what  prisoners,  ‘strait’ 
and  gay,  have  to  say  about  the  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  ‘sex’  in  prison;  the 
|different  ways  people  are 
rforced’(persuaded)  to  have  sex;  the 
|  different  ways  sex  is  used  to  have 
|  fun  or  to  show  who’s  boss,  the 
|  kinds  of  sex  ‘roles’  people  get  into, 

|  etc;  and  especially  the  scuttlebut 
|  about  who’s  “really”  gay  among  the 
‘butch”  (including  women!!)  types 
| (or  are  they  really  mostly  ‘strait’, 
|poor  bunnies...)  If  you  want  to  help 
|  me,  please  send  your  ideas  to 
|Mike/GCN,  167  Tremont,  Boston 
IMA  02111.  (Please  don’t  expect 
I  answers  to  all  these  letters;  there  are 
Iseveral  hundred  of  you!  (beauties)  | 
l(smile) _ 

[l  have  the  ‘SPANKING  SICKNESS'  (I 

like  to  spank  and  get  spanked!)  I  like 
|  tight  clothing  and  colored  briefs,  but 
l  not  hard  core  adult  sex  because  of 
(being  attacked  while  in  prison. 

I  Please  help  me  sort  out  this  confus- 
1  ing  situation.  (I  can’t  write  to  others  in 
|  prison)Raymond  R.  DOERFER,  MCF 
1  128143,  2400  S.  Sheridan,  Muskegon 
]  Ml  49442. _ 

|  Strict  vegetarian,  butch,  looking  to 

meet  sincere  transsexuals, 
transvestites,  or  she/males.  You 
won't  regret  writing  this  sincere  LEO! 
Eddie  CARRERAS,  79A3268,  135  | 
State  St,  Auburn  NY  13024. 
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Leave  It  to  Beaver  .Re-runs  on  the 


October  25 
to 

November  8 


Rosa  von  Praunheim,  29  Wednesday 


25  Saturday 

Cambridge  —  The  Couples  Game— How  Well 
Do  You  Know  Each  Other?,  a  discussion  for 
lesbian  couples  only.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Dorchester  —  Halloween  Party  sponsored  by 
the  Dorchester  GALA.  Whiton  Hall  on  Center 
St.,  Codman  Square.  8PM-2AM.  $5.  Bring 
food.  Cash  bar  available. 

Boston  —  "A  Tribute  to  Marilyn”  by  Jimmi 
James,  illusionist.  Haymarket,  611 
Washington  St.  11PM.  $8.  Also  Sunday  at 
8PM.  Info:  357-8517. 

Cambridge  —  Film  premiere:  “The  Last  Em¬ 
pire,  Intervention  &  Nuclear  War.”  Paine 
Hall,  Harvard.  8PM.  $5. 

26  Sunday 

Salem  —  Rally  for  Choice;  Vote  “no”  on  #1. 

Old  Town  Hall.  2PM.  Info:  744-6227, 
745-5526. 

Boston  —  Tea  Dance  disc  party  with  Rock, 
Against  Sexism.  1270  Club,  1270  Boylston 
St.  6-10PM.  Info:  739-6566,  734-1672. 

Boston  —  Ionian  Society  potluck  for  lesbians 
and  gay  men  of  Greek  heritage.  4PM. 
Helena,  625-3172  or  Stephanie,  894-8363. 

Boston  —  F.  Ronald  Fowler  exhibition  of  col¬ 
lage/drawings.  Fritz,  26  Chandler  St.  at 
Berkeley.  Champagne  reception,  5-7PM. 
Exhibit  open  through  Nov.  15. 

Brookline  —  Potluck  for  Brookline 
/Allston/Brighton  lesbians.  6PM.  Info: 
232-7477. 

Springfield  —  AIDS  Awareness  service. 
Metropolitan  Community  Church,  c/o  UUC 
245  Porter  Lake  Drive.  7PM.  Info: 
536-5557. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Brunch  with  lesbian  &  gay 
neighbors  at  Doyle's.  11AM.  Newcomers 
welcome.  Info:  522-6090. 

Cambridge  —  Reading  by  Rosario  Morales  & 
Leslea  Newman  from  their  new  books.  New 
Words  Bookstore,  186  Hampshire  St. 
3-5PM. 

Cambridge  —  Cambridge  neighborhood 
GALA  potluck.  6PM.  Info:  Daniella, 
497-0911  or  David,  497-6197. 

27  monday 

Boston  —  Foster  Equality  vs.  Dukakis: 
demonstration  at  gubernatorial  debate. 
Faneuil  Hall.  7PM.  Info:  522-4368. 

29  Wednesday 

Boston  —  Organizational  meeting  for 
sodomy  law  repeal  march  and  rally  on  Nov. 
8.  Piemonte  Rm.,  City  Hall.  Every  Wednes¬ 
day.  7:30PM.  Info:  354-6828. 


Cambridge  —  Bisexual  Men’s  Network 
general  meeting.  Old  Cambridge  Baptist 
Church,  1151  Mass.  Ave.,  enter  by  side 
door.  7:30PM.  Info:  P.0.  Box  1645, 
Camb.,  02238. 

Boston  —  Filmmaker  Rosa  von  Praunheim 

introduces  his  Horror  Vacui.  Institute  of 
Contemporary  Art.  7:30PM.  $4,  $3 
members.  Film  showings  through  11/9. 
Info:  266-5152. 

30  thursday 

Springfield  —  Open  meeting  of  Western 
Mass  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Children.  YWCA,  137  Chestnut  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  732-0677. 

Boston  —  GCN' s  production  night.  All 

welcome.  Proofreading:  until  8PM.  Paste¬ 
up:  8PM-on.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN\  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Gay  Boston,  a  TV  magazine.  Local 
Channel  3.  7PM. 

Springfield  —  Parents  &  Friends  of  Lesbian 
&  Gay  Children.  YWCA,  137  Chestnut  St. 
7:30PM.  Info:  732-0677. 

Boston  —  Men’s  groups  forming: 

fatherhood:  men’s  relationships;  intimacy  & 
support.  Boston  Men’s  Center,  59  Bay  State 
Rd.  Info:  247-4056  or  965-9833. 

31  friday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night;  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Boston  —  Saints  Halloween  Party.  Claren¬ 
don  St.  YWCA.  $5.  Cash  bar. 

Cambridge  —  Jennifer  Justice  &  Ramona 
Bass,  storytellers:  ‘‘Once  upon  a  Halloween 
Night.”  First  Church,  Gardern  St.,  Harvard 
Sq.  8PM.  $6  door,  $5  advance.  Info: 
391-3744. 

Boston  —  Lesbian/Gay  Halloween  Ball  to 

benefit  AIDS  Research.  Marriot  Long  Wharf. 
8PM.  $10  Cash  bar.  Info:  277-0425. 

november  1  Saturday 

Boston  —  AIDS  education  workshop: 
‘‘Facts,  Feelings  &  Then  What?”  Dignity  of¬ 
fice,  355  Boylston  St.  10AM-2:30PM.  Bring 
lunch.  Info:  536-6518  or  Steve,  262-3853. 

Boston  —  Amethyst  Women  Halloween 
Dance.  Clarendon  St.  YWCA.  9PM-1AM.  $4 
more/less.  Prizes.  Costumes.  A  drug-  and 
alcohol-free  event  for  women.  Free 
childcare. 

Waltham  —  “Sodom  &  Gomorrah,  Hell  & 
Brimstone,  F*ck  the  Supreme  Court” 
dance.  Brandeis  Univ. ,  Schwartz  Aud. 
10PM-2AM.  $3.  Info:  736-4761. 

Dorchester  —  ‘‘Mother  Country,”  by  Susan 
Eisenberg,  enacted  by  Word  of  Mouth  Pro¬ 
ductions.  Dorchester  House,  1353  Dor¬ 
chester  Ave.  8PM.  $5.  Wheelchair  accessi¬ 
ble. 

Amherst  —  Women’s  dance  to  benefit 
Lifeline  Institute’s  Poor  &  Working  Class 
Women’s  Project.  Hampshire  College  Dining 
Commons.  9PM-1AM.  $4-$10.  Wheelchair 
accessible.  Drug-  &  alcohol-free.  Info:  (413) 
253-2822. 

i 

Boston  —  Workshop:  “The  Dancing  Wheel, 
a  creative  approach  to  astrology.”  10AM- 
3PM.  For  women.  Info:  Helen  Horigan, 
354-0553. 

Boston  —  ‘‘Unite  for  Peace,  Jobs  & 
Justice,”  march  and  rally.  Copley  Sq., 
11AM  march.  Boston  Common,  1PM,  rally. 
Info:  492-2284  or  497-7142. 

Boston  —  Halloween  potluck  with  D  O  B. 
156  Warren  Ave.  7:30PM.  $3  donation.  Br- 
'ing  dish  &  costume.  All  women  welcome.  In¬ 
fo:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  Black  &  White  Men  Together 

Halloween  Party.  All  invited.  Cafe  Amalfi, 
Westland  Ave.  9PM-2AM.  $6.  Info: 
426-5472. 


Somerville  —  Lesbian  Videos:  “The 
Families  We  Choose”  &  “Making  It  Last.” 
Somerville  Community  Access,  Union  Sq. 
8:30PM.  $4.  Also  showing  Sun.  at  7  & 
8PM.  Wheelchair  accessible.  ASL  inter¬ 
preted  Sun.  only. 

2  Sunday 

Boston  —  Community  Recognition  Dinner 

sponsored  by  the  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay 
Political  Alliance.  China  Pearl  Restaurant,  9 
Tyler  St.,  Chinatown.  6:30PM,  cocktails, 
7:30PM,  dinner.  Info:  436-5944  or 
232-2108. 

Cambridge  —  Women’s  Leadership  Train¬ 
ing,  a  day-long  workshop.  Info:  776-6692. 

4  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  Voices  from  the  Heart:  an 
Evening  of  New  Men’s  Music,  Art  &  Poetry. 
Camb.  Center  for  Adult  Ed.,  56  Brattle  St. 
8:15PM.  $1.50. 

Salem  —  North  Shore  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Alliance  annual  public  meeting.  5  Cent  Sav¬ 
ings,  Essex  St.  7-9:30PM.  Info:  745-3848. 

Cambridge  —  Former  Nun  Lesbian  support 
group.  Women’s  Center,  46  Pleasant  St. 
7PM.  Info:  354-8807. 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘How  to  Become  an  En¬ 
trepreneur,”  a  forum  for  women.  DOB, 
1151  Mass.  Ave.  8PM.  $1.  Info:  661-3633. 


Jennifer  Justice,  31  friday 


6  thursday 

Salem  —  ‘  ‘The  Fear  That  Binds  Us,  ”  a  film 
about  violence  against  women.  Florence 
Luscomb  Women’s  Center,  Sullivan 
Building,  Salem  State  College.  7PM.  $2.  In¬ 
fo:  745-0556,  X2357. 

7  friday 

Cambridge  —  Booksigning  with  “Nathan 
Aldyne”:  Michael  McDowell  and  D.W. 
Schuetz,  authors  of  Canary.  Kate’s 
Mystery  Books,  2211  Mass.  Ave. 
5:30-7PM. 

Cambridge  —  Jennifer  Justice, 

storyteller:  "Who  Shall  Be  Exalted.” 
Lesley  College,  Welch  Aud.,  at  Mellen  and 
Oxford  Sts.,  Harvad  Sq.  8PM.  Also  on  Sun. 
at  2PM. 

Cambridge  —  Gays  at  MIT  “Crash  VI” 
Dance.  84  Mass.  Ave.,  MIT  Student 
Center,  2nd  Floor.  9PM-1AM.  $3,  $2  with 
student  ID.  Students  and  their  guests 
welcome.  Info:  253-5440. 


8  Saturday 

Boston  —  Demonstration  for  sodomy  law 
repeal  and  against  the  Supreme  Court 
sodomy  decsion.  Faneuil  Hall.  1PM.  Info: 
354-6828. 

Cambridge  —  Halloween  Dance  benefit  for 
GCN  &  Nicaragua  material  aid.  Sanchin 
Karate,  595  Mass.  Ave.,  Central  Sq.  4th  fl. 
walk-up.  Soft  sole  shoes  only  please.  9PM- 


air  again.  Noon  and  12:30  p.m.,  Monday- 
Friday.  Channel  25,  Boston. 

When  I  first  began  watching  reruns 
of  Leave  It  to  Beaver  I  thought  they 
would  bring  back  my  childhood 
sadness.  Being  an  only  child  I  had 
desperately  envied  Beaver  his  older 
brother  Wally.  They  shared  a  bedroom 
with  an  adjacent  bathroom  —  an 
average  middle  class  suburban  set-up  I 
suppose,  but  to  me  it  seemed  like 
heaven. 

In  those  days  I  thought  that  because 
my  parents  and  I  lived  in  a  five-room, 
one-floor  house,  that  my  father  had  a 
violent  temper,  and  that  I  had  no  one  to 
giggle  with  during  the  incessant  paren¬ 
tal  quarels  that  made  me  cringe,  I  wat¬ 
ched  Leave  It  to  Beaver  because  it  pro¬ 
vided  an  escape  into  an  orderley  home 
complete  with  brotherly  arms.  Now  I 
know  better.  It  was  the  brotherly  arms, 
period. 

There  has  never  been  a  sexier  sitcom 
performance  than  that  given  by  Tony 
Dow  as  Wally  Cleaver.  In  a  medium  that 
nixed  Elvis  Presley  below  the  belt,  it  is 
amazing  that  Dow  was  allowed  to  stick 
his  hands  in  his  pockets  and  provide 
the  pout  of  death.  He  paved  the  way  for 
Mick  Jagger  and  Julie  Christie,  who, 
later  in  the  1960s,  would  drive  all  slim¬ 
lipped  people  to  question  their  own 
sexuality. 

Beaver  knew  he  was  into  a  good 
thing.  In  at  least  one  episode  he  stands 
on  the  threshold  to  glory,  and  the 
bathroom,  while  Wally  “gets  ready  for 
his  shower”  inside,  off-camera  to  us 
but  on-target  for  the  Beave.  Later  Wally 
will  yell  for  a  towel,  and  Beaver,  lying  on 
the  bed,  will  say  “Get  it  yourself.”  Who 
wouldn’t  want  a  dripping  and  naked 
Wally  angrily  crossing  the  room  for  a 
towel.  And  we  know  he’ll  playfully 
rough  up  the  Beaver  on  his  way 
through. 

Considering  the  series  is  now  shown 
twice  a  day  on  the  Christian  network  it 
is  surprising  there  are  no  spankings  on 
Leave  It  to  Beaver.  No  matter  what  trou¬ 
ble  Wally  and/or  Beaver  get  into,  Ward 
and  June  Cleaver,  the  “straight  men”  to 
their  comic  offspring,  talk  it  out  with 
them.  No  wonder  this  show  made  me 
gloriously  miserable  as  a  child.  Sure, 
the  father  expects  to  be  and  is  called 
“Sir.”  Certainly  Wally  appreciates  the 
fact  that  his  father  could  slug  him 
anytime  he  chooses  —  but  it  turns  out 
that  Ward’s  father  had  given  him  the 
strap  repeatedly  in  his  own  youth  — 
“so  as  not  to  let  a  boy  down,”  he  tells 
June,  who  hugs  him  to  banish  the 
bruises  of  childhood. 

Now  the  mere  thought  of  Wally  get¬ 
ting  spanked  does  wonders  for  my 
libido  —  but  when  the  show  was  new, 
and  now,  I  am  glad  he  never  did.  For 
Leave  It  to  Beaver  must  be  the  only  sit¬ 
com  in  which  children  are  treated  more' 
or  less  as  equals.  I  mean,  Beth  Lynd- 
strom  is  fortunate  to  have  “Aunt  Mary” 
Richards  (Tyler  Moore)  in  the  same 
house,  but  when  she  goes  back 
downstairs  she  does  have  to  deal  with 
being  the  child  of  Phyllis  and  Lars.  And 
on  My  Three  Sons  the  boys  are  mere 
pawns  in  paltry  scripts.  True,  on  The 
Waltons  kids  are  treated  with  as  much 
respect  as  their  elders  —  but  it  wasn’t  a 
sitcom,  and  kids  worked  hard  and  grew 
up  quickly  in  the  Depression.  No,  Leave 
It  to  Beaver  has  a  place  of  its  own  in  TV 
land,  as  well  as  in  my  heart. 

I  suspect  I’m  not  alone.  Years  later 
there  were  rumors.  Beaver  died  in  Viet¬ 
nam.  Wally  got  fat.  He  or  his  friend  Ed¬ 
die  Haskell  boasted  10  inches  in  porno 
films.  Since  these  stories  —  except  for 
Dow’s  weight  —  were  lies,  it  is  obvious 
that  Wally  and  Beave  live  on  and  on  in 
queen  mythology.  Some  of  the  attrac¬ 
tion  is  no  doubt  based  in  nostalgia:  we 
were  young,  and  these  kids  got  all  the 
good  lines.  But  I  suspect  that  most  of 
the  magic  can  be  explained  by  the 
shared  bedroom  and  bathroom,  and 
more  than  one  of  us  is  still  waiting  for 
Wally  to  emerge  mad  and  towel-less. 

—  Walta  Borawski 


2AM.  $5.  Info:  426-4469,  (TTY) 
426-0332. 
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